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Safeguarding Australia’s Security Interests through closer Pacific ties 

- Greg Colton 

The Pacific Islands region to the north-east of Australia’s eastern seaboard is a vast 

territory covering approximately 40 million square kilometres of ocean. Thousands 

of islands, many uninhabitable, make up around 500 000 square kilometres of land. 

Together these islands comprise 22 countries and territories, 12 of which are 

sovereign nations recognised by the United Nations. While many Pacific Island 

countries are small island states, their exclusive economic zones (EEZs) can be 

immense. Kiribati, for example, has a population of about 100 000, but has the 

world’s 12th largest EEZ.  

The total population of the region is just over ten million people, while the combined 

gross domestic product (GDP) amounts to around US$32 billion. This places the 

region’s combined GDP between that of Bahrain and Bolivia, behind countries such 

as the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Lithuania, and Belarus. Given that Papua 

New Guinea comprises about three-quarters of the region’s land mass and 

population, and over half of its GDP, the tiny scale of some of these Pacific Island 

nation states becomes even more apparent. 

Despite its remoteness, small population, and limited economic resources the Pacific 

Islands region has been a theatre for geostrategic competition in the past and may 

well be again in the future. During the Second World War, the region played host to 

some of the bloodiest battles of the Pacific War. From the 1990s to the late 2000s, 

China and Taiwan fought vigorous political campaigns for the diplomatic recognition 

of regional states, often using economic incentives in what became known as 

‘chequebook diplomacy’. More recently, external donors such as the United Arab 

Emirates have become more active in the region in a bid to secure votes in the United 

Nations and other international forums. This is partly because Pacific Island states 

account for around 6 per cent of the vote in the UN General Assembly despite only 

containing 0.12 per cent of the world’s population. 

This Analysis examines whether the Pacific Islands region is once again becoming a 

theatre for geostrategic competition and what this will mean for the regions 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/people/experts/bio/greg-colton
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traditional powers — the United States, Australia, New Zealand, and France. It looks 

at China’s growing role in the region, and the way in which the traditional regional 

powers view, and might respond to, Chinese activities. It also proposes policy 

recommendations on how Australia should counter growing geostrategic competition 

in the Pacific. 

The Strategic Importance of the Pacific Islands Region 

Since the end of the Second World War, the United States, Australia, France, and 

New Zealand have played the biggest roles in the Pacific Islands region. Sometimes 

referred to as the metropole countries, for the purposes of this Analysis they are 

referred to as the traditional powers to distinguish them from non-traditional powers 

that are increasingly becoming more involved in the region. The post-war activities of 

the traditional powers have largely focused on providing development assistance to 

Pacific Island nations. Yet to differing degrees, they also see the region, or particular 

parts of it, as having geostrategic importance. 

The United States 

Since 1945, successive US administrations have largely neglected the Pacific Islands 

region as global events demanded Washington’s attention. Nevertheless, there are a 

number of reasons why the region has not completely disappeared from the US 

strategic agenda. 

After the capitulation of Japan in 1945, the United States stationed forces throughout 

the Pacific in bases that stretched south from Japan to Taiwan and the Philippines 

and from Japan to Guam to Papua New Guinea in what became known as the first 

and second island chains. Basing its air, maritime and land forces within the region 

was designed to allow the United States to project force into Asia. It was also 

intended to “prevent any potential adversary from gaining a strategic posture in the 

South Pacific” that could pose a challenge to US hegemony. While the wars in Iraq 

and Afghanistan over the past two decades saw many of those forces used for ‘out of 

area’ operations, their permanent base locations remained and, as a result, the 

United States continues to have a significant footprint in the region. President 

Obama’s ‘pivot’ to the Asia-Pacific, announced in a speech to the Australian 

parliament in 2011, was designed to position the region at the centre of US strategic 

policy. Key to the pivot was strengthening US military capabilities in the Asia-Pacific, 

a significant proportion of which are based in the Pacific Islands region. Of particular 
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importance is the US territory of Guam, which is home to American long-range 

bombers and tankers and provides a permanent base for US nuclear attack 

submarines. 

The pivot was not just about a military rebalancing. It was also to involve greater 

diplomatic and economic ties within the wider Indo-Pacific region, including the 

signing of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). This allowed Washington to counter 

Beijing’s concerns that the pivot was primarily a military move aimed at containing a 

rising China. However, the decision by the Trump administration to abandon the 

TPP has given US strategy in the Indo-Pacific more of a military character. 

The Trump administration has been clearer about the challenge posed to the United 

States by China, including in the Pacific. The US National Security Strategy, released 

in December 2017, states that “China is using its economic penalties, influence 

operations, and implied military threats to persuade other states to heed its political 

and security agenda”. It also notes that as a result, “Chinese dominance risks 

diminishing the sovereignty of many states in the Indo-Pacific region”. The 2018 US 

National Defense Strategy names China as a “revisionist power” that is “undermining 

the international order from within the system by exploiting its benefits while 

simultaneously undercutting its principles”. It also states China is building a 

modernised military “that seeks Indo-Pacific regional hegemony in the near-term 

and displacement of the United States to achieve global pre-eminence in the future”. 

In this environment, the United States is likely to see any increase in China’s 

influence in the region, including in the Pacific Islands region, as a challenge to its 

power in the Pacific. 

US strategic attention in the Indo-Pacific is focused mainly on East and Southeast 

Asia. To the extent that the United States is focused on the Pacific Islands region at 

all, it is largely limited to the Western Pacific including the US territories of Guam, 

the Northern Mariana Islands and American Samoa, and the three free compact 

states of Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Federated States of 

Micronesia. The United States has major military bases in Guam and the Marshall 

Islands. Under the terms it has with the three free compact states, the United States 

can also reject the strategic use of, or military access to, those states by third 

countries. Taken together, these military bases and arrangements create a strategic 

buffer zone across the second island chain, which the United States seeks to use to 

deny potential adversaries access to the wider Pacific Islands region. 
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As a result, the United States looks to its allies to take the lead in other parts of the 

region. This is reflected in the US National Security Strategy, which states: “Working 

with Australia and New Zealand, [the United States] will shore up fragile partner 

states in the Pacific Islands region to reduce their vulnerability to economic 

fluctuations and natural disasters.”Privately, US government officials in Washington 

and Hawaii say that there is an assumption that Australia takes the lead in 

engagement with the Melanesian states of the Pacific Islands region, while the 

United States and New Zealand share the responsibility for engagement with 

Polynesian states. This not only shapes how US policymakers view the Pacific but 

also gives context to the expectations placed on Australia. This is acknowledged in 

the US National Defense Strategy, which recognises that American “allies and 

partners provide complementary capabilities and forces along with unique 

perspectives, regional relationships and information that improve our understanding 

of the environment and expand our options”. The result of this reliance on partners is 

that the United States has enjoyed limited influence in the region in the past few 

decades. 

The Trump administration’s position on climate change has also undermined US 

credibility in the Pacific. Climate change is an existential issue for Pacific Island 

states. Pacific leaders repeatedly cite the withdrawal of the United States from the 

Paris Agreement as a major source of disappointment. Anote Tong, the former 

President of Kiribati who was prominent during the negotiations in the lead-up to 

the Paris accord, lamented that the decision was “pretty selfish”. The Prime Minister 

of Tuvalu has gone further, saying: “I think this is a very destructive, obstructive 

statement from a leader of perhaps the biggest polluter on earth and we are very 

disappointed as a small island country already suffering the effects of climate 

change.” 

Australia 

Australia has long been the dominant regional power in Melanesia and influential 

throughout the broader Pacific. Historically, its engagement in the region has been 

characterised by periods of apathy interspersed with spikes of intense engagement, 

usually when some regional crisis threatened Australia’s national interests. However, 

in recent year’s government policy has focused more consistently on the region. 

In August 2017, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Julie Bishop, addressed a Pacific 

Islands Forum Foreign Ministers meeting and reinforced Prime Minister Malcolm 
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Turnbull’s 2016 announcement that Australia would “step-up” engagement in the 

Pacific. Bishop outlined three key goals to strengthen Australia’s engagement with 

the Pacific: stronger partnerships for economic growth; stronger partnerships for 

security; and supportive relationships between the people of Australia and the 

region.  

Australia’s 2016 Defence White Paper argues that a “secure nearer region, 

encompassing maritime South East Asia and the South Pacific” is a strategic interest 

second only to that of “a secure, resilient Australia”. It also states that Australia 

needs to work to “limit the influence of any actor from outside the region with 

interests inimical to our own”. Similarly, the Australian Foreign Policy White Paper 

of 2017 describes the region as “of fundamental importance to Australia”. 

What makes the Pacific Islands region of fundamental importance to Australia is not 

always clearly articulated. The region’s geographic proximity to the east coast and the 

sense of it being in Australia’s immediate ‘neighbourhood’ appears central to the 

region’s perceived strategic significance. Much flows from this. It is in Australia’s 

interests that the countries of the region are internally stable and do not fall victim to 

periods of unrest or lawlessness that result in refugee flows or humanitarian crises. 

Australia also has an interest in seeing the countries of the region develop 

economically. This is in part why Australia is the largest donor in the region and why 

the Pacific Islands region consumes the largest proportion of Australia’s aid budget. 

Moreover, because Australia is seen as the region’s leading power, instability or 

underdevelopment in the region reflects on Australia’s global reputation. 

It is also worth noting that three of Australia’s five main maritime trade routes pass 

through the Pacific. Imports and exports to and from the United States pass south of 

New Caledonia and head east via Fiji. Maritime trade routes heading north from 

Australia’s eastern seaboard either pass between New Britain and mainland Papua 

New Guinea or follow the east coast of Solomon Islands and then north through the 

channel separating Bougainville and New Britain. These three trade routes account 

for around 45 per cent of Australia’s maritime exports. In 2016/17 this totalled 

approximately a$103 billion, around 6 per cent of Australia’s GDP. Any instability in 

the region that affects maritime security would require these two trade routes either 

to divert through the Torres Strait and west of Papua, or pass between Vanuatu and 

Solomon Islands before heading north towards Nauru. Both options would add 

significant time and costs to Australia’s maritime transport industry and the 

economy more generally. 
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For these reasons, Australia already has a sizeable program of security engagement 

within the Pacific region delivered by the Australian Defence Force (ADF) and the 

Australian Federal Police (AFP). Both the ADF and AFP have traditionally relied 

heavily on the secondment of personnel to bolster existing security force institutions. 

However, this approach is changing. For example, the AFP now focuses on building 

upon existing strengths within Pacific Island police forces rather than filling gaps in 

capability. The ADF has also adapted how it works with local forces such as the 

Papua New Guinean Defence Force. Greater emphasis is now placed on supporting 

training through the deployment of small, short-duration training teams to enhance 

training and to support courses, rather than conducting large bilateral exercises. In 

2016/17, for example, the Defence Cooperation Program provided approximately 

300 courses to defence personnel from Papua New Guinea.  

By far the largest security investment in the region is Australia’s Pacific Maritime 

Security Program (PMSP), which has been described by Prime Minister Malcolm 

Turnbull as “the centrepiece of Australia’s defence engagement in the South Pacific”. 

The PMSP builds on the Pacific Patrol Boats program, and aims to deliver and 

sustain 19 new offshore patrol vessels to 12 Pacific Island nations. This will cost 

around a$2 billion over 30 years, with the program due to commence in 2018. While 

the replacement patrol boats will assist Pacific Island nations to combat a wider 

range of maritime security threats in their EEZs, more importantly the PMSP will 

coordinate support from a range of Australian government agencies and integrate 

aerial surveillance by RAAF and contracted civilian assets. This approach will allow 

Pacific Island nations to conduct intelligence-enabled operations that place scarce 

resources in the right place at the right time to combat activities such as illegal 

fishing. 

The PMSP is supported by political agreements between Australia and Pacific Island 

nations. In 2017, Australia signed bilateral security partnership memorandums of 

understanding with Tuvalu and Nauru and is working on a similar agreement with 

Kiribati. Additionally, Australia has signed a bilateral security treaty with Solomon 

Islands. More broadly, Australia is a signatory to the multilateral Biketawa 

Declaration, which provides an overarching architecture for regional intervention at 

the request of a Pacific Island nation. As well as these bilateral agreements, Australia 

has also committed to supporting the drafting of a ‘Biketawa Plus’ multilateral 

security declaration to “guide future regional responses to emerging security issues”. 
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New Zealand 

New Zealand’s national interests in the Pacific Islands region are influenced by three 

factors: its historical role as a colonial power in the Pacific and its resulting 

relationships with Pacific nations; its relationship with Australia; and its relationship 

with the United States. New Zealand is the most culturally ‘Pacific’ of the traditional 

regional powers and is seen as such by many of the Pacific Island nations. However, 

it often has a different viewpoint from Australia and the United States and lacks the 

economic and military power to influence the region in the same way as these two 

larger traditional powers. 

New Zealand’s 2016 Defence White Paper highlights its “enduring interest in 

regional stability” and notes that it is likely it will “have to deploy to the region over 

the next ten years, for a response beyond humanitarian assistance and disaster 

relief”. New Zealand’s new government has built on this with an announcement that 

it will “undergo a Pacific reset” in which it will increase both diplomatic engagement 

in the Pacific and increase its aid to the region. This supports New Zealand’s 

geostrategic objectives in the region, which are not limited to improving the 

governance and living conditions in Pacific Island countries. It aims to ensure that 

the positions and actions of Pacific Island countries “support New Zealand’s strategic 

interests, with New Zealand’s position as a partner of first choice for Pacific Island 

countries enhanced”. Of the four traditional powers, New Zealand is the only one to 

publicly articulate such a realpolitik objective in the region. 

Despite the modest size of its armed forces, New Zealand has played an important 

role in providing stability within the region. New Zealand played a key role in 

negotiations during the Bougainville crisis because, unlike Australia, it was not 

viewed by either party as having a vested interest in the outcome. In 2003, New 

Zealand provided forces to the Pacific Island Forum sanctioned intervention in 

Solomon Islands, and in 2006 deployed forces to Tonga to help restore order 

following days of destructive riots. New Zealand troops involved in these operations 

have been praised not only for their professionalism but also their cultural 

sensitivity, a reflection of the country’s increasing self-identification as a Pacific 

Island nation. 
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France 

The maritime border that Australia shares with the French territory of New 

Caledonia means that France is geographically the closest permanent member of the 

UN Security Council to Australia. Indeed, due to its many overseas territories, France 

has the second-largest EEZ in the world after the United States. French Polynesia 

alone covers a maritime zone as wide as western Europe and French possessions in 

the Pacific stretch almost 10 000 kilometres, from New Caledonia in Melanesia to 

Clipperton Island, an uninhabited French territory 1000 kilometres south-west of 

Mexico. France is therefore a significant actor in the Pacific. 

For most of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, France’s engagement in the 

Pacific was regarded by the other traditional powers, especially Australia and New 

Zealand, as a source of instability in the region. New Zealand’s Sir George Grey was a 

particularly vocal opponent of the French colonisation of New Caledonia in 1849. 

During the Second World War, fear of the French colonies siding with Vichy France 

led to the Australian fleet conducting a show of force off Noumea to persuade New 

Caledonia to remain loyal to the allies. More recently, French opposition to the 

independence of Vanuatu, and France’s bloody and on occasion duplicitous response 

to the Kanak independence struggle in New Caledonia, led to much international 

scrutiny. However, perhaps the biggest driver of instability in the region was France’s 

decision to continue conducting nuclear testing in French Polynesia up until 1996. 

This, along with the sinking of the Rainbow Warriorby French Special Forces in New 

Zealand, had a significant impact on French relations in the region. 

Over the past 20 years, France has sought to re-engage in the Pacific. It has done this 

through international agreements aimed at strengthening its geostrategic ties within 

the region as well as the deployment of military and gendarmerie forces for disaster 

relief and maritime security operations. In the 1990s, France signed the FRANZ 

agreement with Australia and New Zealand, which aims to better coordinate regional 

responses to disaster relief operations. Since then, French military forces based in 

the region have contributed to more than 30 humanitarian relief operations. More 

significant is the 2012 Joint Statement of Enhanced Strategic Partnership between 

France and Australia, which commits the two countries to closer cooperation across a 

range of areas, including intelligence sharing, support for regional institutions, 

defence cooperation, and commitment to environmental programs. This is 

underpinned by the Quadrilateral Defence Coordination Group, comprised of 

France, the United States, Australia and New Zealand, which has a broad security 
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focus, demonstrated by the US Pacific Command delegation being headed by a US 

Coast Guard Admiral. Most recently, in October 2016 France joined the United 

States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand to form the Pacific Maritime 

Investigation Coordination Forum aimed at countering transnational crime and the 

flow of narcotics in the region. 

China’s Challenge? 

Challenges to the influence of traditional powers in the region are not always from 

external actors. Often, key challenges can come from within the region. However, to 

the extent that there is raising geostrategic competition in the Pacific, it is mainly 

prompted by concerns among the traditional powers of growing Chinese activities 

and influence in the region. 

The extent to which China has strategic aims in the Pacific Islands region is still a 

matter of contention. As markets slowly open and non-traditional donors invest 

development dollars in the region, economic competition should not be mistaken for 

geostrategic competition. As Joanne Wallis from the Australian National University 

argues, “China’s influence in the Pacific Islands seems to have grown more by 

accident than by design. However, whether by accident or through deliberately 

increasing economic leverage on Pacific Island nations, there is little doubt China is 

playing a larger role in the region. 

In January 2018 the Minister for International Development and the Pacific, Senator 

Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, provoked a strong public debate about China’s activities 

in the Pacific. The Minister claimed that China’s influence was “clearly growing” in 

the region and questioned the value of Chinese aid projects, referring to some of 

them as “White Elephants”. While the Minister’s comments were widely portrayed as 

an exaggeration or oversimplification both in Australia and the Pacific Islands 

region, they also reflected some long-standing concerns about the aim and impact of 

Chinese development activities in the Pacific. 

China’s economic activities in the Pacific Islands region are wide-ranging. Foremost 

are development activities, which China carries out in the context of what it describes 

as South-South cooperation. Chinese aid in the Pacific is largely directed towards 

infrastructure projects. This is partly because these projects fit with China’s view on 

the hierarchy of aid, where “fundamental physical and material needs must be met 

before anything else can be considered”. 



Page 16 of 79 
 

China’s emphasis on infrastructure development has become even more focused in 

recent years through its so-called Belt and Road Initiative — a series of economic 

measures designed to strengthen Beijing’s economic leadership in the wider Indo-

Pacific region. While it has been argued that China is using the Initiative “to assert its 

regional leadership through a vast program of economic integration”, China is also 

using it as a mechanism to transform its domestic economy. 

The Prime Minister of Fiji and senior representatives from Tonga, Samoa, and 

Vanuatu were in Beijing for the launch of the Belt and Road Initiative in May 2017. 

Pacific Island countries will, in theory, be able to access part of the US$38.5 and 

US$15.4 billion in lending funds from the China Development Bank and the Export–

Import Bank of China, respectively, as well as the US$9 billion in aid to developing 

countries participating in the Initiative. Whether Pacific Island nations can afford to 

increase their debt burden to China, as well as the increased influence that gives 

China over them, remains a concern. 

According to the United Nations Development Program, Chinese development 

assistance comes in two broad categories: grants, interest-free loans, and aid-in-

kind; and concessional loans. In general, China seems to be shifting towards a 

greater use of concessional loans. According to China’s latest Foreign Aid White 

Paper, published in 2014, there was a significant increase from 2010 to 2012 in 

concessional loans (which comprised over half of all Chinese aid over that period) 

and a drop in interest-free loans (which accounted for less than 10 per cent of aid 

over the same period). This not only allows China to recoup money that it gives as 

foreign aid, but, by retaining the privilege of converting concessional loans into 

grants and forgiving the debt, it also gives China a significant amount of leverage 

over recipient nations. 

One consequence of China’s growing use of concessional loans in the Pacific is rising 

levels of national indebtedness. While figures for Chinese aid in the region are hard 

to obtain due to a lack of transparency by both the Chinese and recipient 

governments, the Lowy Institute has assessed that between 2006 and 2016 China 

provided US$1.7 billion to fund 218 projects in the Pacific. While significantly less 

than Australia’s US$7.7 billion, this still makes China a major provider of capital to 

the region. 

Over 75 per cent of this funding has been provided through concessional loans rather 

than grants. As a result, many Pacific countries have found themselves heavily 
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indebted to China. For example, in 2013 Chinese loans accounted for 64 per cent of 

Tonga’s external debt, which totalled 43 per cent of its GDP. Such indebtedness gives 

China significant leverage over Pacific Island countries and may see China place 

pressure on Pacific nations to convert loans into equity in infrastructure. This 

approach has already been evidenced in Sri Lanka, which has given a Chinese 

company a 70 per cent stake in the southern port of Hambantota, in part to reduce 

its $6 billion debt to China. In 2003, Tonga’s Prime Minister ‘Akilisi Pohiva, who was 

then leader of the opposition, told an audience in New Zealand that China might 

agree to write off Tonga’s loan, but only at the cost of having a naval base in Tonga. 

Another negative consequence of Chinese development activities relates to China’s 

practice of sending workers to the region to undertake development projects. In 

these cases, not only does the money granted to the project flow back to China, it also 

means that few, if any, local Pacific Islanders are employed on projects. In some 

countries such as Fiji, this is leading to growing resentment among indigenous locals, 

especially as the influx of Chinese workers is pushing up the prices of goods and 

commodities. 

China’s development activities also undermine efforts to improve governance in the 

region as projects often come without the same stringent requirements imposed by 

OECD donors. This makes Chinese projects more attractive for some Pacific Island 

governments. This is especially true in cases where regional governments have been 

estranged from traditional donors. The classic example of this is Fiji. After the 2006 

coup by the commander of Fiji’s military, Commodore Frank Bainimarama, Australia 

and other traditional partners of Fiji sought to isolate the country internationally 

until it returned to democracy. But this also offered China an opportunity to fill the 

void. Chinese influence in Fiji came at the expense of Australia’s influence as the 

Fijian Government convinced itself it did not need Australia while it had a friend in 

China. 

Protecting Chinese citizens abroad 

Chinese activities in the Pacific Islands region are not just limited to the development 

and commercial fields. The Chinese diaspora is growing across the region. In recent 

years China has demonstrated an increasing willingness and ability to protect that 

diaspora in the Pacific Islands region in the same way it has globally. 
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There are few, if any, Pacific Islands nations in which the ethnic Chinese population 

does not play a significant role in local economies. The number of ethnic Chinese in 

the Pacific Islands region is estimated to be between 80 000 and 100 000. In Samoa, 

for example, over 15 per cent of the population is believed to be of mixed Samoan and 

Chinese descent with a large number of Chinese nationals also living in the country. 

Some feel little if any connection to the People’s Republic of China. Others are more 

recent arrivals from China and are tied to China’s growing economic activities in the 

region — for example, Chinese workers moving to Pacific Island nations as part of 

Chinese infrastructure projects. 

The proliferation of Chinese family-run village shops throughout Pacific Island 

nations, even in some of the more remote areas such as the Weather Coast of 

Solomon Islands, has resulted in Pacific Islanders having far more regular contact 

with Chinese nationals than they do with Australians, Americans or New Zealanders. 

As the number of Pacific Islanders who remember US and Australian involvement in 

the Pacific during the Second World War diminishes, these everyday people-to-

people links with Chinese nationals may well result in feelings of familiarity with 

China among Pacific Islanders not seen to date. 

However, the growth of the Chinese diaspora has also increased resentment against 

Chinese nationals in some cases. The most serious of these were the riots in Solomon 

Islands in 2006 that saw much of Honiara’s Chinatown burnt down following the 

appointment of the former finance minister, Snyder Rini, as Prime Minister. Rini 

was notoriously corrupt and the targeting of Chinatown was due to his perceived 

close links with Chinese businesses. Despite the fact that the Chinese community 

were the primary victims of the violence, the official Commission of Inquiry into the 

riots stated that: “The Chinese community needs to take a hard look at itself. It needs 

to self-regulate its behaviour, clean up its image, the facades of its business houses, 

become more public-minded, and less rent-seeking.” Violence against ethnic Chinese 

in the region has not been limited to Solomon Islands. In May 2009, serious rioting 

targeting Chinese nationals broke out in Papua New Guinea, with at least one person 

killed. Chinese-owned businesses were attacked and looted in towns across the 

country, including in the capital, Port Moresby.  

In the past, Chinese authorities have largely used civilian assets to evacuate or 

support diaspora communities in distress in the Pacific Islands region. In 2006, for 

example, Chinese authorities chartered civilian aircraft to evacuate its nationals from 

Solomon Islands during the riots in Honiara. In future, however, the use of military 
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assets to assist Chinese civilians in the region cannot be ruled out. The protection of 

overseas Chinese nationals has been included as a formal People’s Liberation Army 

(PLA) mission in China’s defence white papers since 2012. PLA Navy ships were used 

to evacuate Chinese citizens, as well as other foreign nationals, from Yemen in 2015.  

If limited to evacuations, Chinese military operations in the Pacific Islands region are 

unlikely to be controversial. Australia, the United States, France and other nations 

have a long history of conducting non-combatant evacuation operations globally. At 

the tactical level there may be some friction points if the ADF or New Zealand 

Defence Force fined themselves in the same area of operations as the PLA Navy, 

mainly due to an unfamiliarity of working together. More serious would be a scenario 

under which Chinese forces were ‘invited’ by a host government to remain after 

evacuations were completed in order to stabilise the country. The growing level of 

influence China has with governments in the region, and China’s lack of ‘colonial 

baggage’, means this is not an implausible scenario and one that Australia would 

struggle to oppose given its similar interventions in East Timor and Solomon Islands. 

Sino-US rivalry in the Pacific Islands region? 

As the two global economic and military heavyweights, the evolving relationship 

between the United States and China will have the biggest impact on the strategic 

situation in the Pacific Islands region over the next 20 years. To the extent that their 

relationship has developed into strategic rivalry, so far it has mainly played out in the 

Western Pacific. In particular, China’s confidence on the international stage has been 

bolstered by its perceived successes in the South China Sea where it has occupied, 

and physically enhanced, a series of uninhabited reefs. 

The question is whether this rivalry in the Western Pacific will also leak into the 

Pacific Islands region. To date the evidence is mixed. In 2006, Chinese Premier Wen 

Jiabao described fostering better relations with Pacific Island nations as “a strategic 

decision”, although China often uses the phrase to describe relationships around the 

world that are not military in nature. Some Chinese academics have also speculated 

on the utility of developing naval bases in the region. For example, Jiarui Liang 

argues that China should develop a port in the Pacific region, not just to help control 

strategic sea lanes, but also to break containment of China and expand the capability 

of the PLA Navy.  
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Meanwhile, as the capability of the Chinese military has improved over the past few 

years, China has become more confident in openly expressing its potential. In 2013, 

President Xi Jinping made the concept of jinglue haiyang, or strategic management 

of the sea, a key concept for the PLA Navy stating: “We need to do more to … 

strategically manage the sea, and continually do more to promote China’s efforts to 

become a maritime power.”  

As a result, China has rapidly expanded the size of its maritime force in recent years. 

Since 2000, the number of modern attack submarines in the PLA Navy fleet has 

risen from 5 to 43. Over that same time, China has commissioned 24 new destroyers 

and 31 new frigates.[61]Meanwhile, there are reports that China plans to increase the 

size of its marine corps fivefold, from 20 000 to 100 000 personnel.[62]While 

unlikely to rival the US Navy directly, experts predict that China will soon be able to 

conduct expeditionary operations on “at least the scale that France and the United 

Kingdom practised during the Cold War”.  

The PLA Navy is making more regular port visits to the region. In 2014, the medical 

ship Peace Ark visited Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu, and Papua New Guinea. In 2016, the 

training ship Zhenghevisited Fiji on the way back to China from visits to Australia 

and New Zealand. A year later, the 25th Chinese naval escort taskforce, consisting of 

two guided-missile frigates and a supply ship, visited Australia, New Zealand, and 

Vanuatu. There have also been reports that the Chinese have placed deep sea 

acoustic sensors in the Western Pacific which may be able to detect US nuclear 

submarines leaving their base at Guam. This would give early warnings of US nuclear 

attack submarines heading towards the contested South China Sea. China is 

increasing the numbers of Pacific Islanders attending academic courses in China. 

Military officers from countries such as Papua New Guinea are now attending career 

courses in China, including Staff College for those officers selected for promotion and 

higher command.  

China is quick to point out, with some justification, that it is only seeking to assist the 

Pacific Islands improve their capabilities in much the same way Australia and New 

Zealand has done in the past. It is possible; however, following the pattern of Chinese 

activities in other parts of the world, that there will be a gradual increase in military 

activities in the Pacific Islands region, especially as China’s maritime capabilities 

grow. China may become more actively involved in the construction of dual use port 

facilities in the Pacific similar to those constructed in the Indian Ocean. These will 

likely be established through Chinese economic diplomacy. But it is still far from 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/stronger-together-safeguarding-australia-s-security-interests-through-closer-pacific-0#_edn61
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/stronger-together-safeguarding-australia-s-security-interests-through-closer-pacific-0#_edn62
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clear what strategic objectives China would seek to secure in the region, and 

therefore what the basis for any expanded Sino-US rivalry in the region would be. 

Other new Players 

China is not the only external, non-traditional power that is becoming more active in 

the Pacific Islands region. Indonesia remains engaged in the region, particularly with 

the member states of the Melanesian Spearhead Group in an attempt to shape their 

policies and statements regarding West Papua. The United Arab Emirates, which has 

established a multimillion dollar fund to finance projects in the Pacific, and Israel, 

which also provides generous aid to several South Pacific nations, both appear to 

receive reciprocal support during votes in the United Nations. Outside the corridors 

of the UN Headquarters, the involvement of smaller, non-traditional players appears 

of little geostrategic significance in the region, at least in the short to medium term. 

The activities of Russia and Japan, however, could be more consequential. There has 

been much speculation in recent years about Russia’s renewed interest in the Pacific. 

In October 2017, Russia sent two anti-submarine destroyers and a tanker through 

the Western Pacific and South China Sea, claiming the goal was to develop maritime 

cooperation with Asia-Pacific countries. The arrival in 2016 of 20 containers of 

Russian small arms in Suva led some to speculate that Russia’s desire for greater 

influence also extended to the Pacific Islands region. In 2017, the flight of two Tu-95 

strategic bombers over the South Pacific from an airbase in Indonesia also raised 

eyebrows. Yet, Moscow’s aims in the Pacific remain opaque and do not seem to be 

part of any coherent strategy. It is more likely that Russia is playing its traditional 

role of conducting small, disruptive actions on the peripheries of its sphere of 

influence to act as a distraction, and annoyance, to the United States while it 

concentrates on consolidating geostrategic influence in the Middle East and Ukraine. 

Japan by contrast has long been a more substantial player in the Pacific Islands 

region. It has a number of interests in the region, not least as the world’s largest 

consumer of Bluefin tuna. It consumes some 80 per cent of the world’s annual catch. 

Geopolitically, Japan is also interested in the votes of South Pacific nations in the 

United Nations as it seeks to gain a permanent seat on the Security Council. As a 

result, Japan actively engages in the Pacific through the Pacific Islands Leaders 

Meeting (PALM), which brings together members of the Pacific Islands Forum and 

Japan. At the 2015 PALM, Japan pledged ¥55 billion to the Pacific nations in the face 

of increased Chinese aid to the region. However, unlike China’s focus on large 
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infrastructure projects, Japan has concentrated on climate change adaptation 

strategies and building resilience to natural disasters. Japan also has a strong history 

of treating Pacific Island nations as equal partners. Despite its large appetite for 

access to Pacific fisheries, Japan sided with the Pacific Island states against China 

and the United States in the last round of Tuna Treaty talks in late 2017, in an effort 

to preserve both fish stocks and the long-term economies of the Pacific Island 

countries.[75]As a result of its approach, Japan is seen by many Pacific Islands 

nations as a steadying influence in the region, and a country that engages with them 

on the basis of mutual respect. 

What does this mean for Australia? 

The announcements by the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister over the past two 

years that Australia will “step up” engagement in the region is an acknowledgement 

that Australia needs to do more in the Pacific. Precisely how it might do this, 

especially in the context of any increase in geostrategic competition, is still evolving. 

Ideally, Australia’s step up in engagement should lead to the creation of a 

comprehensive Pacific Security Strategy based on two pillars: closer coordination 

with the traditional powers of the United States, France and New Zealand; and 

enhanced engagement with Pacific Island states. To set the foundations for this 

Pacific Security Strategy, this Analysis proposes three key policy recommendations: 

stronger security ties with Pacific partners; the establishment of a Pacific maritime 

coordination centre; and the creation of a Pacific regional intelligence officers’ 

course. 

Stronger security ties with Pacific partners 

The Australian Government can safeguard its security interests in the region through 

stronger ties with the other traditional powers and Pacific Island partners. 

Concluding the proposed Biketawa plus Declaration should be Australia’s primary 

strategic objective in the region. The Biketawa Plus Declaration should seek to 

strengthen the security arrangements between signatories, and expand them to 

include those states and territories with Pacific Islands Forum Observer Status, 

namely Wallis and Fortuna, American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, 

and Timor Leste. This would better connect the United States and France with the 

security interests of the region. Additionally, the new declaration should seek to limit 

the military involvement in the region of those external actors not signatories to the 

agreement, and therefore not part of the larger ‘Pacific Family’. This would at least 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/stronger-together-safeguarding-australia-s-security-interests-through-closer-pacific-0#_edn75
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make it more difficult for nations from outside the region, such as China or Russia, to 

use military means in the region. 

Australia should also seek to enhance the bilateral security memoranda of 

understanding it has signed with Tuvalu and Nauru, and is negotiating with Kiribati, 

into compacts of free association similar to those the United States has with Palau, 

the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Federated States of Micronesia. Under 

these compacts, Australia would provide these countries with a host of government 

services, greater access to labour markets, and take on the responsibility for their 

defence, in return for an undertaking that foreign military forces or installations 

would not be allowed in these countries.[76]This would mitigate the risk of China 

gaining access to dual use facilities in these nations in return for debt reduction, 

while safeguarding the sovereignty of these independent nations. It would also 

provide these Pacific Island governments with certainty in budget planning and 

government service delivery that they do not currently enjoy. Importantly, the 

requirement to negotiate mutually agreed treaties would also help break the donor–

recipient relationship between Australia and these Pacific Island states, instead 

promoting equivalency as security partners in the region. 

Pacific Maritime Coordination Centre 

While programs such as the PMSP will enhance the ability for Pacific Island nations 

to patrol their own EEZs, only the four traditional powers of the Quadrilateral 

Defence Coordination Group (QDCG) have the resources, or capability, to combat 

transnational crime, disrupt illegal fishing or expand at short notice to provide 

collective security to the region in times of heightened tensions. To that end, a Pacific 

Maritime Coordination Centre (PMCC) should be established as a permanent 

headquarters from which to coordinate all maritime operations in the Pacific Islands 

region. The PMCC would complement both the Regional Fisheries Surveillance 

Centre and the Pacific Transnational Crime Coordination Centre through the 

coordination of military assets from across the region. The PMCC should be staffed 

by personnel seconded from relevant government agencies within the QDCG 

countries and officers from the Pacific Island nations, with the latter assuming key 

positions on a rotational basis to ensure it is an inclusive, regional organisation. 

The PMCC would provide the operational architecture required to strengthen 

maritime security within the region, including along maritime trade routes, 

transnational crime routes, and regional fisheries. It would provide greater 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/stronger-together-safeguarding-australia-s-security-interests-through-closer-pacific-0#_edn76
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awareness of events across the entire Pacific Islands region, rather than just the 

traditional ‘areas of interest’ of the Quadrilateral countries. Australia should take the 

lead in establishing the PMCC and incorporate it within an expanded PMSP. This 

could either be co-located with the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency in 

Honiara, the Pacific Transnational Crime Co-ordination Centre in Apia, or positioned 

more centrally in the Pacific region, for example in Vanuatu. 

Pacific Regional Intelligence Officers’ Course 

The Australian Defence Force School of Intelligence should establish an annual 

multi-agency Intelligence Officers’ course for members of Pacific Island nations, 

specifically tailored to collecting and analysing information pertinent to the region, 

such as illegal fishing, transnational crime, and humanitarian relief environmental 

assessments. This would provide a broader base of capabilities than currently exists. 

Not only would this improve Pacific Island resilience, as envisaged in the Foreign 

Policy White Paper, but it will also create a human network of intelligence officers 

across the region trained in multi-agency and multinational intelligence collection 

and analysis.[77] The course should train both defence and police personnel from the 

Pacific Islands and should seek to create efficiencies as well as human networks 

through incorporating instructors from the Australian Federal Police, as well as from 

the United States, New Zealand, and France. 

Conclusion 

The absence of significant geostrategic competition in the Pacific Islands region over 

the past 20 years does not mean that the region will be so lucky in the future. China’s 

growing reach into the region is one key reason why geostrategic competition will 

probably increase. The United States will expect Australia, which it sees as the 

region’s dominant power, to do more to counter rising Chinese influence and in 

many cases, it will be in Australia’s interest to do so. 

Yet Australia’s position in the region is also a delicate one. Being the dominant 

traditional power has not always made Canberra popular in Pacific Island nations, 

despite being the region’s largest provider of aid. Against that background, the policy 

recommendations outlined in this Analysis aim to increase Australian influence in 

ways that are collaborative and consultative. Successfully implemented, they will 

better position Australia to respond to the security consequences of increased 

geostrategic competition in the region. It is true that the full extent of that 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/stronger-together-safeguarding-australia-s-security-interests-through-closer-pacific-0#_edn77
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competition has yet to emerge. However, failing to forge stronger regional 

partnerships now, in the hope that the current geostrategic dynamics will not change, 

contains significant risk. History shows that hope is usually a poor substitute for a 

coherent strategy. 

Source: www.lowyinstitute.org, 04 April 2018 

 

Royal Navy Commissions First New Offshore Patrol Vessel 

On Friday, the Royal Navy commissioned HMS Forth, the first of its five new 

offshore patrol and fisheries enforcement vessels. She is the second ship to join the 

Royal Navy in less than six months, following the commissioning of the jump-ramp 

carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth in December. Forth is designed for counter-piracy, 

anti-smuggling, fishery protection, border patrol, counter terrorism and maritime 

defense duties. “It’s a privilege to be the Commanding Officer of HMS Forth, the first 

in class of the new Batch 2 Offshore Patrol Vessels," said Commanding Officer Cmdr 

Bob Laverty. “The body of work being put in by my ship's company will be reflected 

in not just one, but all five brand new platforms being delivered to the RN and these 

fantastic ships will be a fine addition to the fleet." The Royal Navy says that HMS 

Forth and her sister ships – the HMS Trent, Medway, Tamar and Spey - are a 

significant upgrade from its previous generation of ships, HMS Tyne, Severn, 

Mersey and Clyde, which were designed and built 15 years ago. The new OPVs are 

four knots faster than their predecessors, have an increased range of 5,500 nautical 

miles and are equipped with 30mm automatic cannon instead of a 20mm gun. They 

have a flight deck large enough to operate Merlin helicopters and accommodations 

for up to 50 embarked Royal Marines. The remaining four ships in the new Batch 2 

River class are expected to arrive in Portsmouth by 2020. They will be deployed 

around the UK to ensure maritime security and safeguard fishing stocks. They are 

also capable of deploying to the Mediterranean, the Caribbean and the Falkland 

Islands to safeguard British interests. In the past, the Royal Navy has also tasked its 

fisheries / offshore patrol vessels with escorting Russian warships through the 

English Channel.  

Source: www.maritime-executive.com, 13 April 2018 

 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/stronger-together-safeguarding-australia-s-security-interests-through-closer-pacific-0
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/queen-commissions-hms-queen-elizabeth
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/royal-navy-escort-sparks-questions-over-capabilities
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/royal-navy-commissions-first-new-offshore-patrol-vessel#gs.htf5DmA
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Maritime and National Security leaders Tout Jones act as essential to 

National and Homeland Security 

- GCaptain 

U.S. national security leaders and various maritime stakeholders were in Maryland 

this week to attend the annual U.S. Navy League’s Sea-Air-Space Exposition, where 

the importance of the Jones Act proved to be a hot topic in the first exposition since 

the issue was thrust into the national conversation in the aftermath of hurricanes 

Harvey, Irma, and Maria hitting the U.S. Sea-Air-Space brings together the U.S. 

defense industrial base, private-sector U.S. companies and key military decision 

makers. The “Jones Act” panel discussion held on Wednesday, April 11, presented an 

opportunity for participants to discuss the importance of the Jones Act in ensuring 

sealift capacity, supporting a strong defense industrial base, and for maintaining 

homeland and economic security. Participants in that panel included Mr. Anthony 

Fisher, Deputy Associate Administrator for Commercial Sealift of the Maritime 

Administration, Mr. Michael Herbert, Chief of the CBP Jones Act Division of 

Enforcement, Rear Admiral John P. Nadeau, Assistant Commandant for Prevention 

Policy for United States Coast Guard, and Mr. Matt Woodruff. 

Mr. Fisher commented that the Jones Act was actually the essential piece to ensuring 

that vital supplies – like food, water and medicine – were quickly delivered to the 

Puerto Rico hours after the storm hit. “The Jones Act did not hamper the response. 

The Jones Act made the response possible,” said Mr. Fisher. “We use the Jones Act 

as a virtual wall. Without the Jones Act in place, our inland waterways would be 

inundated with foreign flagged vessels,” Mr. Herbert said when addressing the 

critical homeland security aspects of the Jones Act. When asked about the 

consequences of a hypothetical Jones Act repeal, RADM Nadeau stated, “The Coast 

Guard is responsible for the safety and stability of the marine transportation system, 

and [if you repeal the Jones Act] you just made our jobs a whole lot harder.” Mr. 

Woodruff added, “Our mariners are U.S. Citizens and are credentialed by the U.S. 

Coast Guard. They undergo extensive background checks. Our mariners are the 

neighborhood watch of the waterways of America.” During an earlier panel 

discussion on Monday morning, Rear Admiral Mark H. Buzby, Administrator of the 

U.S. Maritime Administration, stated, “Take away the Jones Act, you have taken 

away the majority of jobs for our U.S. mariners in peacetime, that we need in 

wartime. Getting rid of the Jones Act does not think through all of the ramifications 

it has on our war fighting ability – and to sustain the Navy and to sustain the Marine 

https://gcaptain.com/author/admin/
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Corps. That is why our flag says in peace and war.” An important pillar of the Jones 

Act – the ability for the United States to build innovative vessels that help American 

men and women in the military achieve their missions in times of war and peace – 

was discussed during the “Innovation in Shipbuilding” panel on Tuesday, April 10. 

Moderated by Mr. Matthew Paxton, President of the Shipbuilders Council of 

America, the panel brought together leading military voices who discussed growing 

military shipbuilding and repair, sustaining a qualified U.S. merchant marine and 

maintaining a strong industrial base. Panelists included Mrs. Allison Stiller, Principal 

Civilian Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy Research, Development and 

Acquisition, Rear Admiral John P. Neagley, USN, Program Executive Officer, Littoral 

Combat Ships, Rear Admiral Michael J. Haycock, USCG, Assistant Commandant for 

Acquisitions, Chief Acquisition Officer, Rear Admiral William J. Galinis, USN, 

Program Executive Officer, Ships, and Vice Admiral Thomas Moore, USN, 

Commander, Naval Sea Systems Command. 

Additionally this week, General Darren W. McDew, Commander of the TRANSCOM, 

testified before the U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee and similarly reinforced 

the importance of the Jones Act for national security. Responding to a question 

prompted by Senator Roger Wicker (R-MS) on his support for the Jones Act and 

cargo preference, Gen. McDew stated, “I do, Senator, but for a number of different 

reasons. My primary focus is on national security and the capacity that I need to take 

this nation to war. It is our asymmetric advantage to deliver a decisive force in the 

maritime domain. The rheostats I have to effect that balance right now is helped by 

the Jones Act and cargo preference, because being able to get more mariners to work 

allows us to have the capacity we need to go to war.” 

Source: gcaptain.com, 13 April 2018 

 

Keeping up with China's PLAN 

Robert S. Ross 

CHINA is no longer simply a rising power. It is now a maritime power that competes 

for influence with United States from the Korean Peninsula, through mainland 

Southeast Asia and to the Strait of Malacca. China challenges U.S. alliances and the 

U.S. Navy’s dominance of East Asian waters. 

https://gcaptain.com/maritime-and-national-security-leaders-tout-jones-act-as-essential-to-national-and-homeland-security/
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China’s navy has made significant gains in closing the gap in U.S.-China maritime 

capabilities. These gains have accelerated the power transition in East Asia, enabling 

China to advance its interests in East Asia and challenge U.S. security and defense 

strategy. These developments have undermined regional stability, raised the risk of 

U.S.-China hostilities and transformed the regional balance of power. 

China’s challenge to U.S. security in East Asia is clear. But the United States is 

currently unable to compete with China and maintain the regional security order. 

The economic, political and institutional changes necessary to contend with China’s 

growing naval power are daunting. Unfortunately, the United States has yet to 

confront this challenge. FOLLOWING THE end of World War II and the onset of the 

Korean War, the United States established air, naval and ground force bases in South 

Korea, Japan and the Philippines. In the 2000s, it expanded its naval presence in 

Singapore and Malaysian port facilities. Into the early twenty-first century, America 

dominated the seas of East Asia. 

U.S. maritime superiority contributed to regional peace and prosperity. It provided 

the stability that enabled the region to focus on economic cooperation rather than on 

security conflicts. China benefited from this strategic order. Since the late 1970s, it 

prioritized economic growth over military modernization. Nonetheless, China’s 

acceptance of this U.S.-based strategic order reflected its naval weakness, rather than 

its understanding of Chinese security interests. Chinese economic prosperity and 

security depended on American good intentions. 

China has long criticized America’s East Asian alliances as remnants of “Cold War 

thinking.” But this was not simply an ideological objection to U.S. policy. Rather, 

American alliances enabled the United States to encircle China’s coastal waters with 

military bases in South Korea, Japan and the Philippines. Its strategic partnership 

with Singapore allowed the United States to treat Singapore as a de facto naval base. 

These facilities have enabled the United States to carry out extensive and close-in 

surveillance of China’s coastal air and naval facilities and its naval operations and to 

challenge Chinese coastal security. China never accepted U.S. maritime dominance. 

Now that it possesses a large and modern navy, China’s leaders are determined to 

advance China’s security in East Asia, necessarily challenging U.S. alliances and 

security interests. 

For much of the post–Cold War era, China remained focused on developing ground-

force superiority along its periphery. Russian military resurgence in Northeast Asia 
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remained a possibility, and the border conflict with India was a persistent security 

concern. In the past five years, however, China has developed greater confidence in 

its border security. Most important, the Russian threat has diminished. As China has 

modernized its economy, its infrastructure and its military, it has benefited from the 

persistent decline of Russia’s population, economy and infrastructure in the Far East; 

its inability to reform its economy; and its preoccupation with U.S. military presence 

in Europe and the Middle East. Chinese observers now dismiss the possibility that 

Russia could challenge Chinese security or “balance” against China. Elsewhere 

around its border, China enjoys unchallenged superiority. India has yet to develop 

the technology or the economic resources to challenge Chinese security. It lacks the 

naval power to monitor its coastal waters, much less challenge China in East Asia. It 

continues to import its most modern naval ships, and the large GDP and technology 

gaps between the China and India expand every year. Relative to China, India is a 

declining power. Along the rest of its border, China dominates its smaller neighbors. 

Vietnam, despite its traditional hostility toward China, must contend with the large 

and modern Chinese army just across its border, while its army has stagnated since 

the end of its occupation of Cambodia in 1991. China’s mainland strategic 

environment looks much like America’s strategic environment in North America; it 

possesses the secure borders necessary to become a naval power. 

As China focused on border security, its naval modernization program proceeded at 

glacial pace. It developed successive generations of naval ships, but it produced only 

a few prototypes within each generation. It focused on the development of the 

advanced technology and training necessary to construct a modern navy. But just 

when China developed confidence over its territorial borders, its navy developed the 

technology and skills necessary to build and operate a capable maritime force. Thus, 

within the past decade, China began to reallocate its defense spending to begin serial 

production of naval ships.From 2010 to 2017, the number of Chinese naval ships 

increased from approximately 210 to 320. In 2016 alone, the Chinese navy 

commissioned eighteen ships. At three hundred ships, the Chinese navy is already 

larger than the U.S. Navy, and before long it may operate four hundred ships. It 

commissions nearly three submarines each year, meaning that in two years China 

will have over seventy submarines. The Chinese navy is also deploying significant 

numbers of cruisers, destroyers, frigates and corvettes, all equipped with long-range 

antiship cruise missiles. Between 2013 and 2016, China commissioned over thirty 

modern corvettes. At current shipbuilding rates, in fewer than fifteen years China 

could have 430 surface ships and a hundred submarines. 
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Source: nationalinterest.org, 15 April 2018 

 

Getting our maritime security effort right 

-James Goldrick 

Australia does not have a coast guard, but does guard its coasts. It has achieved this 

since 2005 by using the inter-agency operational authority now known as the 

Maritime Border Command. This authority combines assets from Defence and what 

is now the Australian Border Force (ABF) under a single commander, and has proved 

a highly effective mechanism for surveillance and response. A nation with limited 

resources and vast maritime commitments must inevitably rely on such a civil and 

military combination. The Australian Navy and Air Force cannot do all the work 

involved, particularly in domestic enforcement. But confining all the assets to a civil 

organisation would significantly reduce the options for government in the event of 

conflict, and therefore much work has been done, including passing the Maritime 

Powers Act 2013, to ensure that the military and civil elements can cooperate 

effectively. The longer-term problem that Australia faces with civil maritime security 

is thus not one of operations. It lies in management of the civil capability. The 

ABF concept has much strength, but its current organisation and that of its new 

parent department, Home Affairs, emphasises enforcement – and, arguably, 

enforcement operations on land – at the expense of managing ships and aircraft. 

Significantly, the word “maritime” does not appear anywhere in the division of 

ministerial responsibilities within the Home Affairs portfolio. Operation Sovereign 

Borders, which is focused on illegal maritime arrivals, is prominent, but there is 

much more to maritime security than this, and much more to managing a capable 

civil maritime surveillance and response force. This lack of focus is a serious problem 

for an organisation that operates a fleet second only to the Navy and a fixed-wing air 

arm second only to the Air Force. This will also curb ambitions to cooperate with the 

maritime security forces of other nations. Furthermore, an essentially “generalist” 

approach to the recruitment of senior executive service staff within Home Affairs and 

its predecessor means essential specialist knowledge is lacking. There is little or no 

maritime, air-operational, or technical expertise, and limited maritime policy 

experience, in the higher levels of the department. 

http://nationalinterest.org/feature/keeping-chinas-plan-25383
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This lack of expertise must affect current capability management, but it also creates 

serious challenges for future capability development. No civil equivalent to Defence’s 

ten-year Integrated Investment Plan has yet been published. Yet, when viewed as a 

whole, the sea and airborne elements of Australia’s civil maritime security demand 

capable and complex systems – a demand that is increasing, not diminishing.  This 

absence of sufficient planning poses challenges both at sea and in the air. The 58-

metre Cape class patrol boats which first entered service in 2013 were a quantum 

leap ahead of the previous 38-metre Bay class of 1999, which themselves were a 

capability much greater than anything the then-Australian Customs Service had 

operated for many years. The next class of patrol boats is unlikely to be smaller or 

simpler, while operations in the Southern Ocean require at least one vessel of the size 

and capability of the 8000-tonne Ocean Shield. The current Coastwatch contract for 

aerial surveillance of Australia’s vast maritime zones ends in 2021. Ten Dash 8 

aircraft have been specifically modified for surface surveillance, including an 

extensive sensor fit and tailored data management system. This commercial 

arrangement has been a success, but development of the original request for tender 

in 2004 and the subsequent negotiations were not simple. The analytical foundation 

studies and tender processes stretched over more than three years. Providing a 

successor capability will require just as much work.  

The advent of new technologies will only increase the challenge. Home Affairs will 

continue to develop its intelligence capabilities, while the range of new assets 

entering Defence service, such as the P-8 maritime patrol aircraft, the Navy’s new 

offshore patrol vessels, and future unmanned surveillance aircraft make urgent the 

need for a whole-of-government assessment of how the maritime security system 

should work in future. The trend of strategic developments also suggests that 

Australia’s military presence in the wider region will have to increase in the years 

ahead. This will force hard choices as to where our assets are employed. Defence’s 

new capabilities may not always be there when the ABF needs them. Ironically, there 

may also be calls for the ABF to increase its international presence without risking its 

domestic priorities. The time has clearly come for a careful examination of just what 

Australia requires by way of a civil maritime security organisation to operate safely 

and effectively in the present, while preparing for the future. Aircraft, ships and 

remote-sensor systems matter, and work to replace the Coastwatch contract must not 

be delayed.  Discussions in the past have too often defaulted to essentially simplistic 

arguments about the number and type of patrol vessels or surveillance aircraft that 

should be in the civil force. Yet if the need for a civil surveillance and response 

capability is accepted, the first questions to be answered must be broader: how that 
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capability is to be raised, trained, and sustained on a national basis in the most 

effective and efficient way. This is a problem which concerns Defence just as much as 

it does Home Affairs, and should also worry Finance and Treasury. Civil and military 

operations are already integrated. The next step is to ensure a symbiotic relationship 

between the administration that manages the civil maritime security capabilities and 

the parallel organisations responsible for supporting the ships and aircraft of the 

Defence Force. Without it, there is not only the certainty of waste and confusion, but 

also the possibility of system failure when put under stress in the years ahead. 

Source: www.lowyinstitute.org, 10 April 2018 

 

A “New Normal” in the South China Sea? 

-Marc J. Valencia 

In April 6, 2018, news.com.au reported that “forty Chinese warships and three 

American aircraft carrier battle groups converge[d] in the South China Seas as 

dangerous tensions between the super powers simmer.” The South China Morning 

Post ran an article on April 11 entitled “US aircraft carrier sparks regional fears as it 

challenges China’s military might in the South China Sea.” These quotes are alarmist 

and if believed and repeated by the world press and analysts’ reports, could help spur 

real conflict. That is why it is important to understand that the situation is not as dire 

as these quotes may indicate. The US and China have apparently reached a tacit 

agreement to disagree and to maintain a leaky status quo — a “new normal.” Not 

coincidentally, relations on this issue between the ASEAN claimants and between 

ASEAN and China are more or less at the same place. 

 China’s sole aircraft carrier the Liaoning and some 40 plus warships did indeed 

undertake China’s largest ever live-fire exercises in the South China Sea. But the 

Chinese exercise was pre-planned and not a response to any particular US action. 

Moreover, it was undertaken in less sensitive undisputed waters indicating some 

restraint. Nevertheless, it did send to both domestic and foreign audiences a general 

signal of its intent and capability to use force if necessary to protect its interests 

there. The three US carrier strike groups that were in the South China Sea 

simultaneously were on different missions and were not specifically focused on the 

South China Sea. Of course, the presence of three carrier strike groups — 

coincidental or not — is a show of force signaling that the US is not about to yield its 

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/getting-our-maritime-security-effort-right
http://www.news.com.au/military/beijing-launches-enormous-south-china-sea-livefire-exercise-as-three-us-carrier-battle-groups-pass-by/news-story/bb837b51545c2370283257d415046b92
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/2141169/us-aircraft-carrier-sails-disputed-south-china-sea-display-military-might
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/2141169/us-aircraft-carrier-sails-disputed-south-china-sea-display-military-might
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military dominance there. Rear Admiral Steve Kochler, the commander of the US 

carrier strike group Theodore Roosevelt, said: “I think operating here in the South 

China Sea or anywhere in the maritime commons basically sends the message that 

these are open for free trade, and the opportunity for all to sail in accordance to 

international law.” The carrier strike group visited Manila and then continued its 

deployment in the area “addressing shared maritime security concerns, building 

partnerships with partner navies and enhancing interoperability and communication 

with partners and allies.”  However, these drills by both navies are not mobilizations 

of force to face off against each other — not yet anyway. As Beijing-based military 

analyst Zhou Chenming says, “China realizes that the military gap with the US is still 

very big.” Nevertheless, these shows of force are part of what may well become the 

“new normal” for the South China Sea. 

 In this “new normal,” the US will continue its freedom of navigation operations 

(FONOPs) challenging what it views as China’s (and others’) “illegal” maritime 

claims. But it will not publicize them as China views doing so as purposely stirring up 

its domestic nationalists. It will also continue to argue — some would say 

disingenuously — that it is defending the freedom of navigation that is threatened by 

China’s “militarization” of the features it occupies and in doing so is upholding 

“international law and order.” However, it will not try to remove Chinese (or others’) 

forces on the disputed features nor will it “blockade” them. The US will continue to 

criticize China’s positions and actions and try to convince others of the righteousness 

of US policy and its actions implementing it. 

 The US will also continue to strengthen its military relationships with its allies, 

strategic partners, and friends in the region and to provide them with training and 

assets to help it in its self-appointed task. It will urge ASEAN members to negotiate a 

binding, robust code of conduct for actions taken in the disputed areas in the South 

China Sea. The US has successfully recruited Japan to join its struggle against China. 

Japan’s new defense policy criticizes China’s “unilateral moves to change the status 

quo and attempts to establish such changes as accomplished facts” in sea lanes 

critical to Japan. To counter such moves, Japan plans to enhance the capability of 

countries situated along these sea lanes to protect them — including in the South 

China Sea. China will continue to strenuously object to the US FONOPs. It will also 

continue to enhance what it claims are its “defensive” capabilities on the features it 

occupies and argue — some would say disingenuously — that it is doing so because of 

the US FONOPs. China will also continue to proclaim that all the features and their 

“relevant waters” have belonged to China since “time immemorial” — despite the 
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arbitration decision rejecting its historic maritime claim to the area. Politically, it will 

continue to lobby both ASEAN claimants and other members to support its position 

that the disputes are matters only between it and each of the other claimants and 

should be resolved through bilateral negotiations between it and each of them. China 

will also continue to drag out the negotiations on a code of conduct and push for 

weak and ambiguous wording therein. But it will not occupy new features and 

hopefully not threaten or use force against other claimants or their commercial 

proxies. Another major irritant in China-US relations in the South China Sea are US 

intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance probes offshore China. These probes 

have in the past resulted in dangerous incidents like those involving an EP-3, the 

Impeccable, the Cowpens, and Poseiden 8A subhunters. The US will continue to 

insist that such assets are exercising freedom of navigation while China will continue 

to insist that they are abusing this right and threatening its security. Although 

neither has or is likely to change its position on this matter, a modus vivendi seems 

to have developed as all has been relatively quiet on that front. Perhaps the US is 

refraining from particular electronic probes that China considers unnecessarily 

provocative, such as “tickling” and observing China’s military response or interfering 

with its military communications. Meanwhile China appears to be refraining from 

direct confrontation of the US probes with its warships or war planes. 

 The negative effects of this great power struggle on ASEAN unity and centrality have 

become more visible. As Singaporean Ambassador-at-Large Bilahari Kausikan says, 

“the South China Sea has become a ‘proxy’ for the competition between US and 

China on their ideas of regional order, given that the ASEAN has not covered itself 

with glory in this issue.” ASEAN countries are increasingly hedging between the two. 

The Philippines under President Rodrigo Duterte has used this competition to its 

advantage, retaining US security protection while benefiting from China’s economic 

investment, trade, and largesse. Vietnam has benefitted by welcoming visits by 

warships of China’s potential opponents like India and the US as a deterrent to China 

while continuing to maintain robust economic relations with China. The situation 

between China and the US in the South China Sea is far from ideal, but it does seem 

to have settled into a temporary “new normal.” Nevertheless it is still quite fragile 

and could rapidly tilt towards conflict if not well managed. All involved need to 

recognize this and strive to maintain it. 

Source: www.ippreview.com, 16 April 2018 

 

http://www.ippreview.com/index.php/Blog/single/id/688.html
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China plans Taiwan Strait live-fire exercises amid tensions 

- Christopher Bodeen 

China announced it will hold live-fire military exercises in the Taiwan Strait amid 

heightened tensions over increased American support for Taiwan’s government. The 

announcement coincided with President Xi Jinping speaking on the importance of 

Chinese naval power while attending a massive fleet review Thursday in the South 

China Sea off the coast of Hainan province. “The mission of building a mighty 

people’s navy has never been more urgent than it is today,” Xi, dressed in army 

fatigues, said in remarks on the helicopter deck of one of China’s most advanced 

destroyers. “Strive to make the people’s navy a first-rate world navy.” State media 

said the fleet review included 48 ships, among them China’s sole operating aircraft 

carrier, the Liaoning, along with 76 helicopters, fighter jets and bombers, and more 

than 10,000 personnel, making it the largest since the founding of the People’s 

Republic of China in 1949. The navy began three days of exercises off Hainan on 

Wednesday, but ended them a day early on Thursday, the provincial maritime safety 

administration said. 

No explanation was given for the curtailment of the drills or the Taiwan Strait 

exercise, and the Defense Ministry did not immediately respond to questions. The 

maritime safety authority in the coastal province of Fujian said the one-day Taiwan 

Strait drill will be held next Wednesday. Taiwan’s defense ministry responded with a 

statement saying the exercises appeared to be part of scheduled annual drills, and 

that they were closely monitoring the situation and fully capable of responding. 

“Citizens please feel at ease,” the statement said. While Beijing responded mildly to 

President Donald Trump’s early outreach to Taiwan’s independence-leaning 

government, recent developments have prompted a tougher response. China claims 

Taiwan as its own territory and says the sides, which separated during the Chinese 

civil war in 1949, must eventually be united, by force if necessary. Despite a lack of 

formal ties, Washington is legally bound to respond to threats to Taiwan and is the 

island’s main supplier of foreign military hardware. Chinese officials have denounced 

the recent passage of a U.S. law encouraging more high-level contacts with Taiwan. 

China says the Taiwan Travel Act violates U.S. commitments not to restore formal 

exchanges severed when Washington switched diplomatic recognition from Taipei to 
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Beijing in 1979. An agreement to provide Taiwan with submarine manufacturing 

technology and the appointment of hawkish National Security Adviser John Bolton 

have also hardened views among anti-American nationalists in China.Beijing’s 

Taiwan Affairs Office on Wednesday warned against additional moves to strengthen 

relations with Taiwan. “Any attempt to play the ‘Taiwan card’ would only be futile,” 

spokesman Ma Xiaoguang said. China, Ma said, would “not hesitate to protect our 

core interests.” Last month, President Xi delivered a strongly nationalistic speech in 

which he vowed to protect “every inch” of China’s territory. “All acts and tricks to 

split the motherland are doomed to failure and will be condemned by the people and 

punished by history!” Xi said. China has also stepped up air force missions around 

Taiwan and has repeatedly sailed the Liaoning through the 160-kilometer (100-mile) 

-wide Taiwan Strait. 

The just-completed naval drills off Hainan underscored China’s growing capabilities 

in defending its maritime interests and territorial claims, particularly in the South 

China Sea, which it claims virtually in its entirety. An estimated $5 trillion in global 

trade passes through the waterway annually, and China has constructed airstrips and 

other installations on artificial islands to enlarge its military footprint. The drills near 

Hainan follow recent ones in the sea that featured the Liaoning, amid deployments 

and drills by the rival U.S. Navy. China is building new vessels at a rapid pace to 

equip its navy, coast guard and maritime law enforcement agencies, including its first 

entirely domestically built aircraft carrier. Hainan is home to a major military 

presence, including naval air stations and the country’s largest submarine base. This 

week it also hosted a global business forum that included a smattering of world 

leaders, among them Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, whose country is a U.S. 

treaty ally and has overlapping claims with Beijing in the South China Sea. Copyright 

2018 the Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 

broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 

Source: www.washingtonpost.com, 12 April 2018 

India’s ‘mission ready’ naval posture in the Indian Ocean isn’t 

sustainable 

- Abhijit Singh 
 

“From GULFDEP to MALDEP”, said a senior Indian naval officer, “we have got 

the Indian Ocean covered”. He was referring to the Indian Navy’s new 

operations plan of “mission-ready deployments” of keeping all chokepoints in 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/china-plans-taiwan-strait-live-fire-exercises-amid-tensions/2018/04/12/edaafbc0-3eb4-11e8-955b-7d2e19b79966_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.10d7e9ed39e6
https://www.orfonline.org/people-expert/abhijit-singh
http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/2018/apr/01/alphabet-soup-of-navy-missions-dots-indian-ocean-1795343.html
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the Indian Ocean under constant surveillance. From 10 months after the navy 

re-oriented its fleet mission profile, operations managers seem to be putting 

the plan into action. 

According to recent reports, a total of 15 war vessels – including top-of-the-line 

destroyers, frigates, corvettes and large patrol vessels -- now patrol seven areas 

of the waters around India, beyond the country’s Exclusive Economic Zone, 

keeping an eye on all entry and exit routes to and from the Indian Ocean. This 

includes the important sea-lines of communications (SLOCs) and 'choke 

points' in the Indian Ocean, from the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Aden to the 

Malacca Strait and Sunda Strait. These ships, the Navy proudly claims, are 

tasked “round the clock, round the year”, and are supported by naval satellite 

Rukmini (GSAT-7), as well as daily sorties by Poseidon P-8I maritime patrol 

aircraft. 

India’s naval leadership expects the new warship deployments plan to burnish 

the Indian Navy’s credentials as an ‘outcome-oriented’ security provider in the 

Indian Ocean. The Navy’s operations planners believe active surveillance by 

Indian ships and aircraft, coupled with regular exercises with partner navies, 

would deter Chinese naval ships and submarines from making frequent forays 

into India’s near-seas. Aggressive patrols by the Indian Navy and partner 

maritime forces in the near seas, they seem convinced, would deny the PLAN 

entry into India’s regional littorals.  

But the idea that Indian naval power can prevent Chinese warships and 

submarines from accessing India’s near seas is inherently flawed. First, the 

plan is sure to wear out the Navy’s combat assets and trained personnel. 

With each warship being on task for three months before being “turned 

around”, most of the Navy’s combat ready ships will find themselves on an 

operational treadmill of a mission onto nowhere.  

Not only will this result in crew and platform fatigue – raising the possibility of 

accidents and encounters at sea – the deployments won’t be able to restrict 

entry or egress of any foreign warships in the Indian Ocean. Besides, the idea 

of a “constant watch” over choke points is seriously misplaced. Trading nations 

regard the oceans as a shared global commons, with equal-opportunity rights 

for all user states. Unless a sea-space is a site of overlapping claims (as in the 

case of the South China Sea) or a contested enclave in a geopolitically troubled 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/thesundaystandard/2018/apr/01/alphabet-soup-of-navy-missions-dots-indian-ocean-1795343.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indian-navy-looking-at-more-p-8i-submarine-killers-admiral-lanba/articleshow/62484276.cms
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spot (as in the Persian Gulf), no coastal state ever seeks to openly deny another  

the use of the high seas. This balance only changes during war, when navies try 

to block adversaries from entering critical sea spaces in the contested littorals. 

During peacetime operations maritime forces enjoy assured access to the seas 

that lie beyond national territorial waters, even if a coastal state insists on 

prior notification. Effort intensive as they are, “mission-ready patrols” are 

unlikely to yield dividends, as they aren’t an effective deterrent to any other 

nations military activity in the IOR. 

India’s naval planners know the Indian Navy’s capacity for active defence has 

eroded in recent years. Last year, Navy chief Adm Lanba acknowledged 

critical capability shortfalls in multi-role helicopters, conventional submarines 

and mine counter-measure vessels needed concerted policy attention. But 

India’s anti-China maritime posture in the Indian Ocean is unlikely to find 

much support in South Asia where Beijing’s infrastructure and investment have 

been welcomed by regional states. Many on India’s maritime periphery have 

openly embraced China’s Belt and Road Initiative.  

The ideal course for New Delhi would be to emulate Beijing’s maritime 

playbook by leveraging naval operations in the Asia Pacific for political gains. 

In recent years, the Chinese navy has sought to project power in the Indian 

Ocean through a constant naval presence in India’s near seas. 

By refusing to accept the Indian Ocean as an Indian backwater, the 

PLA Navy has made inroads into India’s geopolitical sphere of 

influence. India’s response must be through a strategy of counter 

power-projection in the South China Sea, long considered a Chinese 

preserve. 

The process might already be underway, with a recent surge in India’s eastern 

naval deployments. At the naval commanders’ conference last year, Defence 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman acknowledged that the Indian Navy’s 'high 

operational tempo' is generating a maritime presence across the Indo-Pacific 

space. Indeed, New Delhi’s ‘Act East’ naval push is evident from the three -

month deployment of INS Satpura and INS Kadmatt to East and Southeast Asia 

last year. When the heads of government of 10 ASEAN states visited New Delhi 

earlier this year, maritime security topped the agenda of discussions. Southeast 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/address-inventory-gaps-to-make-indian-navy-a-credible-maritime-force/story-LNTyVw8IGskht0E0wzOQIL.html
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2017/oct/27/defence-minister-nirmala-sitharaman-took-note-of-indian-navys-critical-capability-shortfall-1684169.html
http://www.india.com/news/india/ins-satpura-ins-kadmatt-deployed-to-east-and-southeast-asia-as-part-of-act-east-policy-2458841/
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Asian leaders have made their expectations for India’s active role in the region 

clear, especially in the South China Sea 

What’s worrying, however, is that India’s maritime deployments in the Pacific 

do not display the intensity and vigour associated with an active naval 

projection strategy. Unlike the Indian Navy’s active operational posture in 

South Asia (focused increasingly on anti-submarine operations), India’s naval 

contingents in Southeast Asia have confined themselves to the benign and 

constabulary end of the operational spectrum. Compared to maritime exercises 

by other powerful Indo-Pacific states, India’s naval interactions in Southeast 

Asia remain vastly below par. 

India has little option but to expand its naval engagements in the Asia 

Pacific. Upping the tempo of its Pacific operations would enable the 

projection of naval power in Southeast Asia’s sensitive littorals, also 

raising New Delhi’s strategic profile in the neighbouthood.  

This is more than a rhetorical proposition. India’s maritime presence in the 

western Pacific creates complications for Beijing much in the way PLA Navy 

operations in the Indian Ocean restrict India’s strategic choices. Yet China’s 

political and territorial ambitions in the South China Sea make it far more 

sensitive to naval forays by unfriendly states, implying that the Indian Navy’s 

operations in Southeast Asia are likely to more effective than Indian analysts 

expect. Burning up the ‘operational candle’, scouting internationally 

designated ‘free and open seas’, is neither viable nor sustainable.  

Source: www.orfonline.org, 05 April 2018 

 

India, Korea Coast Guards to hold joint exercise on April 5 

-T.K. Rohit 

Drill is part of proposed MoU on maritime security 

The Indian Coast Guard and the Korea Coast Guard will hold a joint exercise off 

Chennai on April 5. Korean Coast Guard ship Badaro 3011, commanded by 

Superintendent Oh Taeog, will arrive at the Chennai port on Monday morning 

https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speaks/indias-mission-ready-naval-posture-in-the-indian-ocean-isnt-sustainable/
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ahead of the exercise. The joint exercise, named Sahyog - Hyeoblyeog 2018 is part 

of a proposed establishment of a MoU between the two Coast Guards to improve 

maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region. 

The MoU, which is currently in the draft stage, will be deliberated on by the two 

sides over the course of the next three days and a final agreement will be signed 

on board one of the Coast Guard ships after the completion of the joint exercise 

on April 5, Coast Guard Commander (Eastern Region), Inspector General Rajan 

Bagrotra told The Hindu. Following the arrival of the Korean Coast Guard ship, 

the two sides will have a number of interactions, while Badaro’s crew will visit the 

Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre and the Coast Guard Air Station here. 

“There will also be cross presentations, and we will be providing them our 

perception of the Indian Ocean region. Our staff will also visit their ship,” 

Inspector General Bagrotra said. The joint exercise is one in a series of exercises 

being undertaken by the Indian Coast Guard with a number of countries. In 2016, 

a Korean ship came to India while in 2017; an Indian Coast Guard ship visited 

South Korea, to take part in joint exercises. The exercise to be held on April 5 will 

see Indian Coast Guard ship Shaurya, and a few interceptor boats taking part. The 

two sides will also try to have cross landing operations on board the ships mid-

sea. The joint exercise will focus on jointly planning, training, and executing a 

series of well-developed anti-piracy scenarios and rescue operations. The Director 

General of Indian Coast Guard Rajendra Singh and Commissioner General KCG 

Park Kyung Min of Korea will also be in Chennai to oversee the Joint exercise. 

Source: www.thehindu.com, 02 April 2018 

 

Britain inaugurates major naval facility in Bahrain 

- Mohamed Fahd 

Britain has inaugurated a permanent naval base in Bahrain -- its first in the Middle 

East since 1971 -- according to the Bahraini News Agency (BNA). An inauguration 

ceremony was held Thursday evening attended by Bahraini Crown Prince Salman bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa, Britain’s Prince Andrew, and a host of political and military 

officials from both countries. “The launch of the U.K. Naval Support Facility is a 

milestone in U.K./Bahraini efforts to promote regional security,” Al Khalifa said at 

the ceremony. “It is also a clear indication of the strength of our bilateral relations,” 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/india-korea-coast-guards-to-hold-joint-exercise-on-april-5/article23409340.ece
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he added. The new facility, the crown prince went on, “reflects Bahrain’s support for 

the international coalition against terrorism and will also contribute to global 

security by safeguarding maritime activity and global trade”. Prince Andrew, for his 

part, stressed both countries’ keenness to step up bilateral cooperation, hailing the 

“burgeoning partnership” between Bahrain and the U.K. According to Bahraini 

Foreign Minister Khaled bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, the new facility is the U.K.’s first 

permanent maritime base in the region since 1971. The base, the foreign minister 

added, will serve as one of the British Royal Navy’s most important support facilities 

outside British territorial waters. In late 2014, the British Foreign Office announced 

that Manama and London had signed an agreement allowing the latter to set up a 

military base in Bahrain, which also currently hosts the U.S. Navy's Fifth Fleet. 

Source: aa.com.t, 06 April 2018 

 

 

Chinese navy puts on show of force in live-fire South China Sea drills, as 

US prepares for regional exercises   

-Minnie Chan 

The Chinese navy launched an unprecedented week-long series of live-fire drills in 

the South China Sea on Thursday, as three US aircraft carrier battle groups prepare 

for their own exercises in the Asia-Pacific region. The drills overlap with this 

weekend’s Boao Forum for Asiawhich starts on Sunday in the southern island of 

Hainan, not far from the site of the Chinese naval exercises.  Military analysts said 

the drills, which involve the Liaoning aircraft carrier and more than 40 vessels from 

the North, East and South Sea fleets, were a show of China’s military muscle. “China 

wants to show the outside world its determination to defend the fruits of its 

economic reforms over the past 40 years,” Beijing-based military analyst Zhou 

Chenming said. “Like the US, China’s military might is one of the government’s 

political tools to protect the country’s national interests.” Beijing-based naval expert 

Li Jie said it was the first time the Liaoning had taken part in live-fire drills. “This 

will test the Liaoning’s real combat strength as well as joint-operations skills between 

the aircraft carrier and warships from other fleets,” Li said. The exercises come as 

a trade war brews between China and the United States, with the two countries 

announcing tit-for-tat tariffs on each others’ products earlier this week.  

https://aa.com.tr/en/europe/britain-inaugurates-major-naval-facility-in-bahrain/1110726
http://www.scmp.com/topics/boao-forum-asia
https://www.scmp.com/topics/us-china-trade-war
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The Pentagon has also sent three aircraft carrier battle groups to the Asia-Pacific 

region, with the USS Theodore Roosevelt flotilla arriving in Singapore on Monday for 

a regular port call after a deployment in the Middle East, according to earlier 

reports.  “Like the US, China’s military might is one of the government’s political 

tools to protect the country’s national interests.” Beijing-based naval expert Li Jie 

said it was the first time the Liaoning had taken part in live-fire drills. “This will test 

the Liaoning’s real combat strength as well as joint-operations skills between the 

aircraft carrier and warships from other fleets,” Li said. The exercises come as a trade 

war brews between China and the United States, with the two countries announcing 

tit-for-tat tariffs on each others’ products earlier this week. The Pentagon has also 

sent three aircraft carrier battle groups to the Asia-Pacific region, with the USS 

Theodore Roosevelt flotilla arriving in Singapore on Monday for a regular port call 

after a deployment in the Middle East, according to earlier reports.  China claims a 

large part of the South China Sea as its own territory, but the waters are also 

contested by several neighbouring countries, including Vietnam, the Philippines, 

Malaysia and Brunei. Satellite images showed the Liaoning flanked last week by at 

least 40 ships and submarines just off Hainan. Chinese defence ministry spokesman 

Ren Guoqiang confirmed the aircraft carrier would lead large-scale naval drills, but 

added that they were “routine” exercises in line with China’s “defensive” military 

policy and that its South China Sea activities posed no threat to other countries. 

Military analysts said Beijing had stepped up naval deployment in the South China 

Sea in response to the US’ growing military cooperation with rival claimants, 

including Vietnam and the Philippines.  

The USS Carl Vinson and its fleet have just paid a first visit to the Vietnamese coastal 

city of Da Nang since the end of the Vietnam War, move Chinese military experts 

said was aimed at countering Beijing’s influence in the region. “The US’ increasing 

military presence in the South China Sea indicates that Washington sees Beijing as a 

serious competitor, not only economically, but also militarily,” Zhou said. “But China 

realises that the military gap with the US is still very big, and all its military 

deployments in the South China Sea are basically defensive, including its DF-21D 

anti-ship ballistic missile.” China is believed to have deployed the DF-21D, dubbed 

the “carrier killer”, in the East and South China seas to fend off any possible US 

aircraft carrier battle group attacks on coastal cities, the country’s economic 

heartland.  

Source: www.scmp.com, 06 April 2018 

 

https://www.scmp.com/topics/us-china-trade-war
https://www.scmp.com/topics/us-china-trade-war
http://www.scmp.com/south-china-sea
http://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/2135725/us-aircraft-carrier-arrives-vietnam-historic-visit-china
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence/article/2140482/us-keeps-close-watch-chinese-navy-puts-show-force-live
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U.S.-Japan maritime forces conduct navigational maneuvers in East 

China Sea 

Ships of the Wasp Expeditionary Strike Group, with embarked 31st Marine 

Expeditionary Unit, sailed together with the amphibious transport dock JS 

Shimokita (LST 4002) in a bilateral formation, April 9. The navigational maneuvers 

were held as part of an enduring commitment of both sea services to operate together 

to demonstrate commitment to the U.S.-Japan alliance and security of the 

region.  Coordinating rendezvous points and using universal tactical signals provided 

opportunities for building understanding and interoperability. "Our two navies 

sailing side-by-side like this signifies the strong relationship we have with the Kaijo 

Jieitai as allies," said Rear Adm. Brad Cooper, Expeditionary Strike Group 7. "We 

work together on a continuum of activities and are committed to expanding 

combined amphibious capability." As an example of the continued commitment to 

working together, LCACs from Naval Beach Unit 7 had embarked on JS Ōsumi (LST 

4001) in September 2017 to participate in the annual emergency drill Big Rescue. 

This was the first time that Wasp had operated with the Japan Self Defense Force 

since arriving to Sasebo, Japan in January to replace USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 

6) as the Flagship for Amphibious Force 7th Fleet. "For the JMSDF, this is the first 

time to conduct exercise with Wasp ESG and 31st MEU. I am sure this exercise is a 

valuable experience for JMSDF,” said Rear Adm. Tsutomu Shirane, commander, 

Mine Warfare Force. “We welcome the deployment of USS Wasp in this region, and I 

hope we continue to work together with Wasp.” At the tactical level, unit 

commanding officers and personnel expressed sentiments to the value of operating 

together."Conducting bilateral maneuvers with U.S. Navy is a good opportunity to 

improve sailor's skill of my ship and to strengthen our partnership," from Capt. 

Atsushi Yoshino, commanding officer, JS Shimokita (LST 4002). Senior U.S. military 

leaders, including Cooper, recently attended the establishment of the Amphibious 

Rapid Deployment Brigade at Camp Ainoura, near Sasebo. The establishment of the 

ARDB signifies a new era of JMSDF-JGSDF unity in operating from the sea and the 

U.S. will continue to build combined capability alongside the Japan Self Defense 

Forces, say leaders. The Wasp ESG is deployed in the region in order to strengthen 

regional alliances, provide rapid-response capability and advance the Up-Gunned 

ESG concept. 

  

Source: www.c7f.navy.mil, 10 April 2018 

http://www.c7f.navy.mil/Media/News/Display/Article/1488818/us-japan-maritime-forces-conduct-navigational-maneuvers-in-east-china-sea/
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Time to drop Sethu Samudram idea and rebuild ‘Ram Sethu’ 

-RS Vasan 

CHENNAI: Sethu Samudram Canal Project (SSCP) seems to be a one-of-its kind. No 

other project would have sustained the interest of policy makers, the public and other 

stakeholders for more than 150 years with nothing happening on the ground. 

 It was first mooted in 1860 when the British were looking to dredge the shallow 

straits between India and Sri Lanka to connect the Palk Strait with the Gulf of 

Mannar (now a marine bio-reserve). The canal which is proposed to stretch for some 

84km was to cut through the Rama Sethu (Adam’s Bridge). This was first conceived 

of in 1860 by A D Taylor, a naval officer who was instrumental in setting up the 

Marine Survey of India in 1875. 

In 1955, a committee headed by Ramaswamy Mudaliyar found the project both 

feasible and viable though it felt the land bridge would overcome the dangers of 

shifting sand banks and navigation. Barring sporadic attention, despite five different 

committee reports examining the issue of alignment, nothing much happened on the 

ground till the formal inauguration of the project in July 2005 by then Prime 

Minister Manmohan Singh. After spending substantial amount on dredging in the 

area, however, there was public outrage about the possible damage to Rama Sethu 

which is revered by many Hindus. The UPA government appointed a six-member 

committee headed by Rajendra Pachauri which vindicated the apprehensions about 

the negative fallout of the project both in economic and environmental aspects. The 

Centre, however, rejected the report and went ahead with the implementation, and 

the Supreme Court intervened. 

Not much work is being carried out and there are serious concerns about the project 

taking off in the current form. Even if the dredged canal is completed with new 

alignments, it would take ships of just under 30,000 tons and would be way below 

the present mega ships that carry four times that capacity to service modernised 

ports around the world. There are also issues related to safe navigation through the 

SSCP which would need to be carried out by professional navigators. The speed 

through the passage would be restricted and the risk of collision or grounding that 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Sethu-Samudram
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Palk-Strait
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Gulf-of-Mannar
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Gulf-of-Mannar
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Rama-Sethu
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Manmohan-Singh
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would result in oil/ toxic waste spillage would impact the fragile marine environment 

for decades. Tamil Nadu’s fishermen are already facing a bleak future in terms of 

dwindling fish stock in the Palk Straits and conflict with their counterparts across the 

straits. The marine traffic close to the marine biosphere of the Gulf of Mannar would 

pose additional danger to the biodiversity. The religious sentiments of the Hindus are 

another factor that would hinder any efforts to resurrect the project. 

If trade is the priority, here is an opportunity that needs to be grabbed with both 

hands. Even in 1955 when the Mudaliar committee finalised its report, it had 

indicated a preference to a land bridge. Ranil Wikramsinghe the present Prime 

Minister of Sri Lanka mooted the idea in 2000 and strongly recommended a land 

bridge to connect Rameswaram with Talaimannar in Sri Lanka. There has been 

dialogue between the two sides at the ministerial level and it was also part of the 

discussion between US and Sri Lanka when efforts to have an Indo-Pacific Economic 

Corridor were initiated. The funding for the project estimated to be about $5 billion 

is expected to come from Asian Development Bank. The appeal by Wikramsinghe for 

Japan, India and the west to increase the level of economic engagement comes in the 

light of Chinese debt-ridden Sri Lankan economy. 

Managing the movement of goods and traffic to and fro, however, should not be such 

a big issue as long as proper mechanisms are in place to control, regulate and 

monitor the movement across the bridge once constructed. Though the Centre in an 

affidavit to the Supreme Court on March 16 indicated that it is examining alternative 

options to keep clear of the Rama Sethu, it is clear the future lies in a land bridge that 

will also aid the ambitious security and growth for all in the region. 

Source: timesofindia.indiatimes.com, 04 April 2018 

 

China and Vietnam explored almost a decade together for oil. What went 
wrong? 

- Ralph Jennings  

China and Vietnam, through wary of each other politically, talk regularly about 

working together at sea where oil and gas deposits may lurk. The Chinese foreign 

minister met the head of Vietnam’s Communist Party April 2 and the minister said 

his government was “willing” to “explore joint development.” Discoveries of oil or gas 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/time-to-drop-sethu-samudram-idea-and-rebuild-ram-sethu/articleshow/63602480.cms
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/02/c_137083122.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/02/c_137083122.htm
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anywhere add fuel to the factory work that both countries consider crucial to 

economic development. But according to the best guesses of analysts who follow 

Southeast Asia, China and Vietnam quit a joint oil exploration project in 2016 after at 

least nine years of searching  under the Gulf of Tonkin between them. They found 

little if any fuel. Each side eventually went off to work on its own in other waters. 

"This [exploration] block was generally viewed as unproductive, not commercially 

exploitable," says Carl Thayer, Southeast Asia-specialized emeritus professor at the 

University of New South Wales in Australia. 

Years of effort 

In 2013, China’s offshore driller CNOOC Ltd. renewed an agreement with 

PetroVietnam to explore for fossil fuels under the seabed of the Gulf of Tonkin, the 

Vietnamese Communist Party-run Nhan Dan news website says. The deal was due to 

expire in 2016 and there are no signs it was re-renewed. The two companies 

effectively quit the deal in 2016, analysts believe. It was kept alive for longer than 

economically needed to show that China and Vietnam could cooperate, Thayer says. 

The two dispute sovereignty over parts of the South China Sea but periodically talk of 

setting aside those differences in the name of mutual economic gain. The 2013 

renewal was aimed at “increasing chances to discover potential oil and gas areas in 

order to enhance effective cooperation between the two countries in the oil and gas 

sector,” PetroVietnam says. 

Early hopes for a discovery 

The 2013 deal, which expanded the size of the original exploration area, was the 

fourth of its kind. From 2007 to 2013 the two firms drilled for exploratory oil and gas 

wells, interpreted data and tried to figure out how much energy was under the sea, 

the Communist Party website says. The two partners did a 3D seismic survey and 

drilled one exploration well too, per PetroVietnam’s website. They had agreed to 

share operating costs.The Vietnamese driller reported “good cooperation relations 

between the two parties” in 2013 but made no mention of finding oil or gas. CNOOC 

did not answer a request for comment. 

More on Forbes: China and the Philippines Will Work Together To Tap the South 

China Sea's Vast Oil Deposits 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/ralphjennings/2017/03/01/china-is-challenging-vietnam-with-a-revival-of-its-world-factory-status/#3012df932a8a
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Fsites%2Fralphjennings%2F2018%2F04%2F09%2Fchina-and-vietnam-explored-almost-a-decade-together-for-oil-what-went-wrong%2F&text=China%20and%20Vietnam%20quit%20a%20joint%20oil%20exploration%20project%20in%202016%20after%20at%20least%20nine%20years%20of%20searching
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Fsites%2Fralphjennings%2F2018%2F04%2F09%2Fchina-and-vietnam-explored-almost-a-decade-together-for-oil-what-went-wrong%2F&text=China%20and%20Vietnam%20quit%20a%20joint%20oil%20exploration%20project%20in%202016%20after%20at%20least%20nine%20years%20of%20searching
http://www.cnoocltd.com/
http://english.pvn.vn/?portal=news&page=detail&category_id=95&id=3683
http://english.pvn.vn/?portal=news&page=detail&category_id=95&id=3683
http://en.nhandan.com.vn/politics/external-relations/item/1808402-france-honours-former-vietnam-ambassador.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ralphjennings/2018/03/07/how-china-and-the-philippines-will-strike-it-rich-together/#541726823488
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ralphjennings/2018/03/07/how-china-and-the-philippines-will-strike-it-rich-together/#541726823488
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“The short-term gain from exploration is quite low,” says Maxfield Brown, business 

intelligence associate at the consultancy Dezan Shira & Associates in Ho Chi Minh 

City. Extraction and sale of fuel in waters near Vietnam would “take years to realize,” 

he says. 

Separate exploration projects 

Both sides have realized they can find oil or gas on their own. 

In 2014, China authorized CNOOC on its own to position a rig in waters disputed by 

Vietnam. Vietnamese boats rammed China’s at sea in protest, and the incident set 

off deadly anti-China riots in Vietnam. China also launched “multiple [oil rig] 

deployments afterward just on its side of the median line around the mouth of the 

Gulf of Tonkin,” says Gregory Poling, director of the Asia Maritime Transparency 

Institute under a think tank in Washington. Two years later the Vietnamese 

government told Beijing to pull its oil rig from parts of the gulf that had not been 

demarcated yet and urged China not to drill there anymore. CNOOC is chasing oil 

elsewhere in the South China Seanow. The firm said last year it would open 22 

exploration blocks, covering a combined 47,270 square kilometers, for cooperation 

with foreign companies, the Global Times news website of China reports. 

Vietnamese oil companies are enlisting their own foreign partners. Oil firms 

from Vietnam and India have worked together since 2014. Since mid-2017 Beijing 

has twice asked the Spanish contractor Repsol to quit Vietnamese-led projects in the 

South China Sea, apparently because the sites violated China's sovereignty claims, 

international media reported each time. Now Vietnamese gas firm CNG Vietnam 

Joint Stock Co. and Exxonmobil are preparing to explore for natural gas in a South 

China Sea field covering 150 billion cubic meters. Gas could be processed by 2023, 

CNG’s website says. Vietnam is turning toward more energy exploration on land too, 

says Frederick Burke, partner with the law firm Baker McKenzie in Ho Chi Minh 

City. Vietnam needs crude oil for export to refineries, some of which send gasoline 

back for consumption, Burke says. Crude exports make up about 18% of foreign 

exchange reserves, he says. “If oil exploration does not prove to be viable for Vietnam 

in its territorial waters, many speculate that future exploration may be taken on 

land,” Brown says. 

Source: www.forbes.com, 09 April 2018 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/ralphjennings/2014/08/28/what-anti-china-riots-investment-in-vietnam-surges-ahead/#568795c940e1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/timdaiss/2016/04/07/turning-up-the-heat-vietnam-tells-china-to-pull-oil-rig/#494eac2f481b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/timdaiss/2016/04/07/turning-up-the-heat-vietnam-tells-china-to-pull-oil-rig/#494eac2f481b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/timdaiss/2016/05/22/why-the-south-china-sea-has-more-oil-than-you-think/
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1042721.shtml
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1042721.shtml
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ralphjennings/2017/07/10/vietnam-is-chasing-india-in-a-new-gambit-to-resist-china/#2b8b77fb5f59
https://www.offshoreenergytoday.com/report-spanish-oil-company-stops-vietnam-drilling-amid-china-pressure/
http://www.cng-vietnam.com/en/1326/positively-prepare-for-the-early-mining-of-gas-from-blue-whale-field
http://www.cng-vietnam.com/en/1326/positively-prepare-for-the-early-mining-of-gas-from-blue-whale-field
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ralphjennings/2018/04/09/china-and-vietnam-explored-almost-a-decade-together-for-oil-what-went-wrong/#112cf09613b5


Page 48 of 79 
 

Blockchain: The path to a more transparent mining supply chain? 

 

- Heidi Vella 

Blockchain is a continuously growing list of records logged in a decentralised, 

immutable, cryptographically secured online ledger. All information recorded on the 

platform is peer-to-peer validated and therefore can’t be corrupted without others 

quickly becoming aware. One of the main benefits of blockchain – a process 

developed more than a decade ago as a public transaction ledger for bitcoin – is that 

it creates a secure audit trail that builds inherent trust into processes or transactions. 

In the mining context the technology could be used to record many different things, 

such as personnel entering and exiting a mine site, the movement of commodities, 

financial transactions or even creating smart contracts between two entities. 

However, so far, the biggest game-changer blockchain promises the sector is 

improving transparency in the supply chain, namely, tracking and tracing precious 

gems and important minerals, including diamonds, tin, tungsten and cobalt. 

Building trust along the chain 

“What is being proposed in the mining sector is an industry-specific blockchain to 

prove provenance,” explains international mining and metals consultancy Core 

Consultants managing director Lara Smith. “Every action taken by an industry 

participant can be seen by every other player in that system; this could address 

transparency in the supply chain, and because every transaction has an associated 

digital fingerprint, uniquely identifying its owner it also creates auditability,” she 

adds. Firms are hoping to exploit the track-trace abilities of the technology to record 

the lifespan of a commodity, in particular, to prove its origin and provide assurances 

it was sustainably and responsibly sourced. In January, diamond giant DeBeers 

announced a blockchain initiative that it hopes will underpin confidence in diamonds 

and the industry at large by ensuring all registered gems are conflict-free and 

natural, while also enhancing efficiency across the sector. According to a company 

spokesperson, The Diamond Blockchain Initiative will: “Create a highly secure, 

decentralised, tamper-proof and permanent digital record for every diamond 

registered on the platform, as an added layer of assurance not been previously 

possible.” Furthermore, in February, Reuters reported on an unnamed blockchain 

pilot project that will be used for the first time to track cobalt from artisanal mines in 

the Democratic Republic of Congo through to products used in smartphones and 

electric cars. 

https://www.mining-technology.com/author/heidi-vellanridigital-com/
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-mining-blockchain-cobalt/blockchain-to-track-congos-cobalt-from-mine-to-mobile-idUKKBN1FM0YI
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These initiatives follow in the footsteps of Everledger, a blockchain-based platform 

developed a few years ago to track diamonds. In February, the company announced 

its Diamond Time-Lapse Protocol initiative which aims to engage everyone along the 

diamond supply chain, including miners, dealers, manufacturers, retailers and 

consumers, prompting them to create and track the entire lifetime journey of a gem, 

making the information accessible to all. The company has logged more than a 

million diamonds so far and is expanding to cover precious metals, alloys and 

conflict minerals for the electronics industry. 

From the physical to the digital 

For blockchain technology to be valuable in any supply chain it must truly reflect 

what is happing in the real world. This is a challenge when tracking physical goods 

because it requires the inputted information to be a true reflection of events. But how 

can firms ensure this? DeBeers says it is still determining what information can be 

viably collected from producers and shown on the chain, but it will use a two-staged 

approach to validate that the diamond a user receives is the same one was registered 

on the blockchain. The first step is to assign every diamond a unique ID in the form 

of a barcode corresponding with its digital certificate on the blockchain. The second 

is a reconciliation of primary information, e.g. stone characteristics, and secondary 

data, e.g. transaction history, to make sure the physical diamond matches data 

registered on the blockchain. There could be up to 180 individual data points. “As 

every diamond is unique in terms of its physical make-up as is the journey it travels 

through the value chain, blockchain can support the detection of any substituted 

diamonds or falsified data uploads,” said a spokesperson. The company believes the 

technology can also streamline efficiencies, ultimately reducing the time and cost of 

undertaking business for many users. 

Everledger says it validates information by conducting on-site inspection and 

auditing, as well as using artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things and RFID 

tracking to obtain the most accurate degree of data possible for system entry. “Boots 

on the ground are a big part of what we do and how we can capture so much,” says 

Everledger project lead for sustainable supply chains Edward Mendelson. “We do 

this in a way that ensures data privacy,” he continues, “as in some parts of the 

process it is not appropriate to be sharing information downstream a supply chain, 

but it’s necessary to demonstrate the process has been completed so that it meets all 

requirements and is regulated by a third-party body.” Furthermore, there is a 
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threshold to entry to the ledger for individuals, such as counter-party checks and 

anti-money laundering checks. 

Tracking cobalt 

Tracking ores such as cobalt is much more complicated, however. As reported by 

Reuters, the Congo-based blockchain pilot project will work in a process whereby 

each sealed bag of cobalt produced by a vetted artisanal miner is given a digital tag, 

which is then entered onto a blockchain system using a mobile phone. The log will 

include details of the weight, date, time and possibly a photo of the ore. The trader 

that buys the bag will record the details on the system, in a process that’s repeated 

until the ore arrives at the smelter, so an immutable record of the cobalt’s journey for 

downstream buyers or third parties has been logged and can be viewed. According to 

the report, the mining industry is experimenting with technology, including indelible 

marks that survive the refining process, which is similar to what is currently being 

used for Fairtrade certification of bulk products such as cocoa. Another option is to 

include blockchain in software-based technologies already used by refiners to 

monitor material as it moves through their plants. However, there is still the risk that 

cobalt mined by children could get mixed up with ‘clean’ cobalt before being bagged, 

tagged and sent for processing. 

Can it work? 

“It’s always tricky when using technology to solve a problem that is deeply political 

and economic,” says Smith. “We are talking about applying a technological solution 

to a physical, manual problem that frequently involves governments and human 

frailty and so it remains an imperfect solution, although it can assist in alleviating 

some of the known issues and improving trust.” Juliane Kippenberg, associate 

director in the Children’s Rights Division of Human Rights Watch, says she believes 

blockchain could provide better traceability and greater transparency if the 

information on the supply chain is made public. “However, it cannot be a tool for 

human rights assessments and mitigation, as required by the OECD Due Diligence 

Guidance; jewellers and other companies in the diamond supply chain still need to 

conduct detailed assessments of human rights conditions in the mines and countries 

of origin by qualified experts and along the supply chain – something they don’t 

always do now.” 

More miners using blockchain 
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Miners are also exploring other use cases for blockchain. For example, a partnership 

has been made between Citibank, Scotiabank and Société Générale with Barrick Gold 

Corp and INTL FCStone to use the technology for a pilot study to reduce transaction 

costs of gold. The project has seen more than 100,000 gold transactions cleared by 

Euroclear using blockchain platform and has reduced transaction costs and 

improved the handling of accounts and trade settlements. Furthermore, returning to 

the supply chain use case, BHP Billiton is starting to use blockchain to share 

information between vendors, contractors, geologists and shipping companies to 

track and monitor movements of wellbore rock and fluid samples to secure real-time 

data and increase efficiency, as well as provide proof of provenance. As is evident, 

blockchain has proven benefits for use in the mining sector, as well as for financial 

transactions and other online record keeping. However, how well the technology 

works to provide real world solutions to complex issues such as identifying conflict 

minerals and blood diamonds in a supply chain is yet to be fully determined. And if 

successful, it will require sector-wide uptake of the technology for maximum benefit. 

Nevertheless, the new focus and drive for transparency and openness that this 

technology has enabled is a very positive step forward for an industry not known for 

transparency. 

Source: www.mining-technology.com, 09 April 2018 

 

 

UK: Slowly but surely, the shipping industry is fulfilling its lobbying 
potential 
 

It is not that long ago that the shipping industry had no national profile whatsoever. 

I’ve lost track of the number of times I’ve been told that journalists, politicians and 

the public didn’t care what the shipping industry had to say. It was never true. 

According to an opinion poll we published last year, 89% of MPs and 83% if the 

general public understood that shipping was the prime mover of the UK’s 

international trade. In all my dealings with parliamentarians and national 

journalists, it has been abundantly clear they were crying out for a vocal, high-profile 

and influential shipping industry, and they were all more than willing to help 

facilitate it so long as our message was right. It does, after all, serve their interests 

that leading business voices provide strong, robust and ambitious arguments; are 

willing to fight their corner, push their agenda and are prepared to speak out. One of 

shipping’s greatest strengths is its history. We all take great pride in being part of our 

country’s long maritime tradition. But if we are not careful, the attitudes of the past 

https://www.mining-technology.com/features/blockchain-path-transparent-mining-supply-chain/
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can keep us stuck in it. That is why it is so important that the UK Chamber of 

Shipping positions itself as a leading voice on macro-political and macro-economic 

issues, both because it is the right thing to do but also because it allows us to take 

part in the national debate that affects our own bottom line. From a very low base 

just a few years ago, the UK Chamber is now one of the most high-profile trade 

associations in the country. In 2017 we were in the national media on 230 occasions 

– that is a 1700% increase from the 2013 baseline. Similarly we are the leading 

maritime trade body in the world on social media, beating many comparable groups 

in other industries. Our website is increasingly becoming a home for news, opinion 

and debate. A video created for the Careers At Sea campaign for London 

International Shipping Week was viewed 30,000 times within three days of its 

launch – not by shipping professionals, but by young people across the country. 

While this proves the inherent appeal of the industry, it also provides us with the 

political clout necessary for us to influence and shape the government’s agenda. 

Nowhere is that more evident than in our campaign for a revitalised Support for 

Maritime Training Scheme. SMarT Plus, as we call it, will see a doubling in 

government support for seafarer training to £30 million a year. In return, many 

leading shipowners will increase the number of seafarers they train and guarantee 

them their first job. 

Our campaign could be seen as an example of best practice. It started with 

recognising that Government and industry needed to do more to attract the next 

generation of seafarers. Once the notion of SMarT Plus was conceived, our policy 

team developed the idea into a fully fledged business case, which was then 

communicated both directly to government, but also through the national media, 

political parties, MPs, think tanks and social partners. As a result, SMarT Plus moved 

from being an idea to a reality, and now thousands of new opportunities will be 

created for young people from all walks of life. In many ways this was a profound 

moment for the industry. It shows beyond all doubt that shipping can become not 

only high profile, but that it can use that profile to generate influence, making the UK 

a better place for its members to do business. Our challenge now is to find the next 

big new idea, the next Tonnage Tax or the next SMarT Plus that will transform the 

sector. Look also at the direction Maritime UK – the coalition of maritime trade 

bodies – is taking, uniting the wider industry behind a common agenda, building 

regional clusters and striking sector deals as part of the Government’s industrial 

strategy. But furthermore, it is reaching out into the world, ambitiously promoting 

the UK as a place to do business, taking delegations to growing economies and 
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organising trade missions at home. There is a momentum behind the industry now. 

It is not one that has been provided to us, but one we have created through our own 

ambition and determination. That energy is finally allowing us to cast of the inward-

looking shackles of the past and look forward to the future we are creating. 

Source: www.hellenicshippingnews.com, 04 April 2018 

 

Seoul stocks end higher on eased tension over U.S.-China trade row 

 

South Korean stocks finished higher Thursday after a three-day losing streak, as fear 

over a full-blown trade war between the United States and China receded, analysts 

said. The Korean won rose against the U.S. dollar. The benchmark Korea Composite 

Stock Price Index (KOSPI) gained 29.46 points, or 1.22 percent, to close at 2,437.52. 

Trade volume was high at 574.6 million shares worth 7.2 trillion won (US$6.8 

billion), with gainers outnumbering losers 472 to 326. The local market opened 

higher tracking overnight gains on Wall Street, rebounding from the recent losses 

triggered by the trade dispute between the world's two largest economies. "Though it 

is unlikely that a trade war will take place, it is widely viewed as a factor that could 

raise market volatility," said Yoon Yeo-sam, an analyst at Meritz Securities. After the 

two countries unveiled their respective tariff plans, Larry Kudlow, U.S. President 

Donald Trump's economic advisor, said Wednesday the proposed duties on China 

may not go into effect. Institutional and foreigners bought a net 196 billion won and 

72 billion won worth of local stocks, while individuals dumped 263.5 billion won. 

Shares across the board traded in positive terrain, with market kingpin, Samsung 

Electronics, jumping 3.88 percent to close at 2,437,000 won one day ahead of the 

release of its first-quarter earnings guidance. 

SK hynix, a major chipmaker, was up 3.11 percent to 82,900 won. Shipbuilders and 

shipping companies also led the gains after the government rolled out its mid-term 

restructuring plan for the country's maritime industry, which has been undergoing a 

bruising time following massive losses. Hyundai Merchant Marine jumped a 

whopping 14.83 percent to 5,150 won, and Hyundai Heavy Industries advanced 7.02 

percent to 129,500 won. Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering was up 7.23 

percent to close at 27,450 won. Naver, the country's top portal operator, soared 3.32 

percent to close at 779,000 won, and steelmaker POSCO edged up 0.31 percent to 

318,500 won. Auto giant Hyundai Motor, meanwhile, fell 1.6 percent to 154,000 

won, and its smaller affiliate Kia Motors also surrendered 0.61 percent to finish at 

32,350 won. Auto parts maker Hyundai Mobis was down 0.76 percent to 262,500 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/uk-slowly-but-surely-the-shipping-industry-is-fulfilling-its-lobbying-potential/
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won. The local currency ended at 1,059.70 won against the greenback, up 0.1 won 

from the previous session's close. Bond prices, which move inversely to yields, ended 

lower. The yield on three-year Treasurys raised 0.7 basis point to 2.175 percent, and 

the return on benchmark five-year government bonds increased 1.4 basis points to 

2.408 percent. 

Source: english.yonhapnews.co.kr, 05 April 2018 

 

Shipping industry braces for Chinese trade war 

- Aaron Smith  

The shipping industry has a lot to lose in a potential trade war between the US and 

China. 

Millions of jobs and the bottom lines of major maritime shipping companies, which 

account for 80% of all global trade, depend on goods traversing the oceans. Even in 

times of robust trade, shipping industry profit margins tend to be slim — about 3%, 

according to Simon Heaney, senior manager of container research in London for 

Drewry, a maritime research consultancy. Now that China and the US have 

threatened to swap 25% tariffs on a range of goods worth a total of about $100 

billion, the maritime industry is worried that shipping volume will fall along with 

profits "I think the ocean carriers are very nervous; they're coming out of some lean 

years," said Heaney. "This is clearly a concern for anyone involved in the shipping 

industry." Tariffs could put up to 7% of Asia-to-US shipping at risk and impact 1% of 

total global shipping, according to Heaney. Shipping revenue in 2017 totaled $210 

billion. "It's going to hurt container lines," said Mark Szakonyi, executive editor for 

the Journal of Commerce. He warned that container ships sailing from the US to 

China could get stuck with partially empty hulls and move "air back to Shanghai." 

Last year, for example, the US shipped nearly 57,000 containers worth of soybeans 

to China, but with a 25% tariff looming its unclear if as many soybeans will travel a 

well-worn route down the Mississippi and out the port of Louisiana headed for 

China. Restrictions on other products would hit America's busiest port cities, like 

New York, Los Angeles, and Long Beach, California. While few Americans work on 

the ships themselves, nearly 10 million Americans work in the industry, according to 

the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Occupations include aircraft cargo handlers, truck 

drivers, ship engineers, hoist and winch operators and more. 

http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/business/2018/04/05/30/0503000000AEN20180405011051320F.html
http://money.cnn.com/2018/04/04/news/economy/china-tariffs-us-goods-soybeans/index.html?iid=EL
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"A trade war with China is a bad thing for pretty much all transports," said Scott 

Group, shipping analyst with Wolfe Research, in a note at the end of March, when 

the tariff rhetoric was heating up. He identified the companies with the most to lose 

in a trade war with China. Expeditors International of Washington, Inc. (EXPD), a 

logistics company that purchases cargo space from ocean shipping and airlines and 

resells it to customers, will take the lion's share of damage. Group said that 31% of 

that company's revenue came from China last year. The next most exposed company, 

according to Group, is Atlas Air Worldwide Holdings (AAWW), a cargo airline from 

New York, which does a lot of business with Asian countries. He said 

that FedEx (FDX) and UPS (UPS) could also be affected as 6% of FedEx's revenue 

and 5% of UPS' revenue are from US-Asia trade. UPS spokesman Matt O'Connor told 

CNNMoney that "UPS does not expect to be measurably impacted based on the 

currently proposed tariffs." Rail companies could also be impacted, even though they 

might not do direct business with China. Group said that Union Pacific 

Corp. (UNP) has 13% of its revenue driven by trade with China because its trains 

carry the goods inland from the ports. Other big players in the shipping industry 

are Covenant Transportation (CVTI), Daeske (DSKE) and Werner  

Enterprises (WERN). 

Source: money.cnn.com, 05 April 2018 

 

 

 

Sagarmala project will reduce logistics lost drastically 

- CH.R.S. Sarma 

The ongoing Sagarmala project, launched in 2015, will drastically reduce the logistics 

cost in the country and make the industry competitive, according to Kailash Kumar 

Aggarwal, Joint Secretary in the Union Ministry of Shipping, who is in-charge of the 

project. At present, logistics cost in the country is in the range of 14-16 per cent 

against 8-10 per cent in other countries. He was speaking here on Tuesday at a 

seminar on enhancing port and coastal infrastructure, organised by the Union 

Ministry of Finance, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). The seminar was organised as a run-up event 

to the annual conference of the AIIB being held in Mumbai in June. Aggarwal said 

that as part of Sagarmala, estimated to cost over Rs 8 lakh crore, 562 projects would 

be taken up in the country between 2015 and 2035. “Port modernisation and capacity 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/22/politics/donald-trump-china-tariffs-trade-war/index.html?iid=EL
http://money.cnn.com/quote/quote.html?symb=EXPD&source=story_quote_link
http://money.cnn.com/quote/quote.html?symb=AAWW&source=story_quote_link
http://money.cnn.com/quote/quote.html?symb=FDX&source=story_quote_link
http://money.cnn.com/quote/quote.html?symb=UPS&source=story_quote_link
http://money.cnn.com/quote/quote.html?symb=UNP&source=story_quote_link
http://money.cnn.com/quote/quote.html?symb=CVTI&source=story_quote_link
http://money.cnn.com/quote/quote.html?symb=DSKE&source=story_quote_link
http://money.cnn.com/quote/quote.html?symb=WERN&source=story_quote_link
http://money.cnn.com/2018/04/05/news/shipping-industry-chinese-tariffs/index.html
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/profile/author/Ch.R.S.-Sarma-16207/
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augmentation, port connectivity (including coastal shipping and inland waterways), 

port-led industrialisation and development of coastal communities such as 

fishermen are four main components of the Sagarmala," he said. Capacity of the 

ports would go up to 3,500 million tonnes by 2025 from 2,000 mt now. "A total of 

112 port projects have been taken up, of which 50 have been completed and the rest 

are in various stages of implementation. The total estimated cost of these projects is 

Rs 70,000 crores," he explained. 

Multi-modal logistics parks 

Aggarwal added that 15 multi-modal logistics parks would also be set up at a cost of 

Rs 3,553 crore, as part of Sagarmala, which would truly transform the sector. He said 

the AIIB, the ADB and other multi-lateral development banks would have to play a 

key role in the project. 

Yee Ean Pang, Director-General of Investment, AIIB, said the bank was ready to 

invest heavily in the Indian port sector and in developing supporting infrastructure. 

But suitable projects would have to be identified and the private sector should also 

take a lead role in the matter. 

Viswapati Trivedi, former Secretary in the Union Ministry of Shipping, said a 

number of projects had been taken up at the Indian ports in recent years through 

public-private partnership (PPP) mode and "even though some of them have run into 

difficulties, most of them are doing well in spite of a few initial difficulties. Several 

projects in the Vizag port have been taken up successfully. Therefore, it is the way to 

go." 

Source: www.thehindubusinessline.com, 04 April 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/logistics/sagarmala-project-will-reduce-logistics-lost-drastically/article23431738.ece
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International Maritime Organisation 'too slow' on emissions strategy 

The International Maritime Organisation has moved too slowly on drafting its 

greenhouse gas strategy and reducing emissions from shipping, Transparency 

International has warned, urging the global shipping regulator to improve its 

governance, transparency and efficiency. The call from the NGO was issued ahead of 

the 72nd session of IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 72), 

set to take place in London from 9-13 April. Transparency International urged the 

agency to engage in an open dialogue with its external stakeholders, ensure its 

decision-making processes reflect the public interest and apply robust integrity rules 

and measures. “The IMO was assigned the task of limiting and reducing emissions 

from shipping under the Kyoto Protocol back in 1997,” said Brice Böhmer, 

coordinator of the Climate Governance Integrity Program at Transparency 

International, in a statement. “However, it took until 2016 for the IMO to even agree 

on a roadmap towards an initial strategy, due in 2018, and a revised strategy, due 

only in 2023. A well-functioning organisation’s governance structure should enable 

decisive action, but the governance flaws identified by our research suggest that this 

is not happening at the IMO because policy-making could be overly controlled by 

private companies.” To back its call, the NGO released on 3 April preliminary key 

findings of a new study to be published in full in May 2018. They are being published 

on the day when an IMO working group meets for a session which will last until 6 

April, aiming to finalise a draft that maps out an initial IMO greenhouse gas strategy. 

The text is expected to include a list of possible measures to tackle shipping-related 

emissions in the near term and targets for longer-term sector-wide decarbonisation, 

with a final plan due to be elaborated by 2023. Delegates will have to decide on a 

timeline for implementation and settling on a baseline year to chart changes in 

emission levels over time. According to a report by the European Parliament, the 

shipping industry could contribute up to 17% of global CO2 emissions by 2050 if left 

unregulated. The international shipping sector is responsible for about 2.5 percent of 

global greenhouse gas emissions. Shipping emissions, like international aviation, are 

not covered under the UN’s Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

https://www.transparency.org/whatwedo/publication/governance_at_the_IMO_the_case_for_reform?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IMO%20Press%20Release%202018&utm_content=IMO%20Press%20Release%202018+CID_d85f552db8251b34162346cd16d633cb&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=preliminary%20key%20findings%20of%20a%20new%20study
https://www.transparency.org/whatwedo/publication/governance_at_the_IMO_the_case_for_reform?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=IMO%20Press%20Release%202018&utm_content=IMO%20Press%20Release%202018+CID_d85f552db8251b34162346cd16d633cb&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=preliminary%20key%20findings%20of%20a%20new%20study
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/569964/IPOL_STU(2015)569964_EN.pdf
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Key findings 

The key findings that are to be integrated into a full study in May assess three 

dimensions of the IMO’s governance structure: transparency, accountability and 

integrity. On transparency, the NGO underlined that the IMO does not publish its 

financial regulations. The majority of the world’s commercial fleet (52%) is registered 

in only five states – Panama, Liberia, the Marshall Islands, Malta and the Bahamas – 

many of which are known as tax havens for ships, Transparency International 

specified. “Together, these five states contribute 43.5% of the total funding from the 

IMO’s 170 member states. These countries potentially have exaggerated weight in the 

IMO policymaking processes, particularly when no mechanism exists to protect 

against undue influence.” “Contributions are calculated using an unpublished 

formula that includes a ‘flat base rate with additional components based on ability to 

pay and merchant fleet tonnage’”, the NGO quoted the IMO. Greece, which belongs 

to the leading EU’s shipping nations, came in last in a recent climate action ranking. 

Transparency International also criticised the fact that governments are able to 

appoint employees of corporations, including shipping companies, to their 

delegations. “These private-sector delegates can determine their government’s 

position on IMO policy and are neither subject to conflict of interest rules nor to a 

code of conduct”, it said. The report, however, notes that even in the absence of a 

comprehensive access to information policy, transparency about the IMO’s 

administration is high, and that information about the remit, powers, and rules of 

procedure of its assembly, council and committees is easily accessible. The IMO itself 

is not responsible for who member states appoint to their delegations, the NGO 

pointed out. 

OECD 

Transparency International key findings came just days after the OECD published 

a report (on 27 March) showing that should currently known technologies be fully 

deployed, it would be possible to reach almost complete decarbonisation of maritime 

shipping by 2035. “The four potential decarbonisation pathways for shipping 

identified in this report would result in a CO2 emission reduction between 82% and 

95% of the currently projected 2035 level”, the report reads. “This reduction equals 

the annual emissions of approximately 185 coal-fired power plants. The remaining 

CO2 emissions would be between 44 and 156 million tons in 2035”. 

https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/decarbonising-maritime-transport.pdf
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Alternative fuels and renewable energy can deliver much of required reductions, it 

said. According to the OECD, this report therefore directly undercuts the arguments 

made by Japan that only 50% decarbonisation is technically feasible, by 2060. It also 

undermines the previous arguments of a number of countries that “no absolute cap” 

on the shipping sector’s carbon emissions should be imposed, because to do so would 

hamper world trade. These countries are Argentina, Brazil, China, Ecuador, India, 

Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Turkey. “Meanwhile the largest grouping 

heading into these talks consists of 44 countries from all over the world that have 

signed the Tony de Brum declaration on the need to reach an ambitious deal to 

decarbonise shipping, that is in line with the Paris Agreement”, the OECD added. 

Source: www.edie.net, 04 April 2018 
 

 

Five ways the shipping industry can reduce its carbon emissions 

- Paul Gilbert 

A shipping industry summit is looking into how it can reduce its share of global 

greenhouse gas emissions in line with the Paris Agreement. But a lack of low carbon 

technologies is not the problem. The International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) 

72nd Marine Environment Protection Committee meeting (MEPC) in London started 

off by being a promising, yet contentious gathering, as the industry desperately tried 

to agree a strategy for reducing emissions. The sector has responded to this challenge 

with differing levels of enthusiasm. The Marshall Islands called for a 100% cut in 

emissions by 2035, a group of countries (including India and Saudi Arabia) pushed 

for no outright cap on emissions, while the European Union wanted a cut of between 

70% and 100% by 2050. It is looking likely that a strategy to deliver a 50% reduction 

from 2008 levels by 2050 is going to be the agreed outcome. Many fear this 

demonstrates insufficient progress. Previous analysis indicates that significant cuts 

in emissions within the sector will be extremely challenging to achieve unless 

fundamental changes are realised in the short term. 

Some options on the table 

So what can the sector do to rapidly reduce its emissions in the near term? There are 

many technical measures and operational improvements already being investigated 

https://www.oneplanetsummit.fr/IMG/pdf/7-_transport_maritime_-_tony_de_brum_declaration.pdf
https://www.edie.net/news/6/International-Maritime-Organisation--too-slow--on-emissions-strategy-/
http://theconversation.com/profiles/paul-gilbert-460323
https://theconversation.com/uk/topics/paris-agreement-23382
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/IMOMediaAccreditation/Pages/MEPC72.aspx
http://www.marinelog.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28848:imos-mepc-set-for-contentious-session&Itemid=227
https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1122183/IMO-strikes-tentative-deal-for-50-emissions-cut-by-2050
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.4155/cmt.12.63
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in industry and academia. Here are five viable options, which are not necessarily 

mutually exclusive, that could help the industry cut emissions. 

1. Operational measures including slow steaming (ships operate at slow speeds, 

reducing their fuel consumption considerably) and route optimisation. 

2. Incremental measures (mostly short term) which would cause the sector limited 

disruption, but are able to reduce emissions per vessel by as much as 5%. These 

include improving hull design, propeller optimisation and waste heat recovery. 

3. Renewable energy – in particular the use of wind-assist, or wind power, for 

propulsion. Examples include the work that Cargill and Wessels have done trialling 

kite systems, and the experience of Enercon and Norsepower who both installed 

different rotor designs on ships. 

4. Energy storage through the use of batteries and cold ironing (the process of 

providing shoreside electrical power to a ship at berth while its main and auxiliary 

engines are turned off). This would enable the sector to decarbonise by allowing it to 

run off electricity produced via a low carbon grid. 

5. Fuel switch to lower carbon fuels for propulsion. 

Fuel choice is key 

The most hotly debated of these measures is undoubtedly the choice of fuel burned 

on the ships themselves. With climate change firmly on the agenda and the historic 

legacy associated with the use of high sulphur content heavy fuel oil, the sector is at a 

pivotal point with regards to future fuel choices. Regulation surrounding local 

pollutants means that the future use of heavy fuel oil is unsustainable. This topic is 

also being discussed separately at MEPC in association with sulphur limits in 

shipping fuels. Furthermore, ongoing efforts at MEPC to introduce more stringent 

measures on climate change mean that heavy fuel oil, diesel and liquefied natural gas 

(LNG) are not viable. This is despite LNG being seen by many in the sector as the 

most viable fuel to deliver on both these aspirations. To understand the full extent of 

the environmental implications, it is important to consider the emissions released 

over the full life cycle and not just during fuel combustion. These “upstream” 

emissions include those associated with growing and/or manufacturing, distribution, 

use and disposal of a shipping alternative fuel. In failing to consider these wider 

https://www.maerskline.com/about/sustainability/low-impact-shipping
https://www.google.com/url?hl=en&q=http://www.lowcarbonshipping.co.uk/index.php?option%3Dcom_content%26view%3Dfeatured%26Itemid%3D101&source=gmail&ust=1523549607927000&usg=AFQjCNHHHRPnjzOh04y0n-ZmCHfRuXKDwQ
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17583004.2015.1013676
http://www.seatrade-maritime.com/news/americas/the-economics-of-slow-steaming.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306261913005928
https://theconversation.com/researchers-are-looking-to-a-surprisingly-old-idea-for-the-next-generation-of-ships-wind-power-44204
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/environment/pollutionprevention/airpollution/pages/air-pollution.aspx
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emissions, there is a risk of misleading the industry and policy on the true emission 

penalties of any alternative fuels. Research conducted by Tyndall Manchester has 

evaluated the upstream and operational local pollutant and greenhouse gas 

emissions associated with conventional fuels alongside a wider range of alternative 

fuels up to 2050. The fuels assessed are heavy fuel oil, diesel, LNG, hydrogen (with 

and without carbon capture and storage), renewable hydrogen, methanol, straight 

vegetable oil, biodiesel and bio-LNG. Despite the likelihood of a weaker than hoped 

agreement on greenhouse gas emissions at MEPC, the analysis here still 

demonstrates that no widely available fuel exists to deliver on both the motivation of 

low carbon and low local pollutants. The conclusions for the industry are therefore 

contrary to its current direction of travel towards investments in LNG. 

If the sector were to adopt hydrogen or other synthetic fuels, it would need to rely 

heavily on the decarbonisation of the energy input required for fuel production to 

ensure it can deliver absolute reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. It would also 

need widespread uptake of carbon capture and storage, which is far from a 

commercial reality. Similarly, bio-derived fuels could be an abatement option, but 

only if it can be ensured that upstream emissions – in particular, land use change 

while growing biomass – does not impact wider potential savings. So looking ahead, 

if the sector wishes to deliver on the aspirations of MEPC, crucial barriers will be the 

respective fuel life cycles. The way to overcome these barriers may reside beyond the 

scope of the shipping sector alone. 

As the urgent need to curtail greenhouse gas emissions is the more severe challenge, 

it is important to ensure that any short term measure does not diminish the potential 

roll-out of low carbon fuels, in particular when taking into account the long life times 

of ships and fuel supply infrastructure. To meet the objective of reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions, whole life cycle emissions need to be accounted for. 

Source:  theconversation.com, 13 April 2018 

 

Plastic pollution also contaminating lakes and freshwater bodies 

- Chrissy Sexton 

In one of the first studies to ever investigate plastic pollution in freshwater lakes, 

experts have found that these habitats are potentially threatened by plastic waste just 

as much as the ocean. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959652617324721
http://theconversation.com/five-ways-the-shipping-industry-can-reduce-its-carbon-emissions-94883
https://www.earth.com/news/plastic-pollution-oceans-triple/
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Dr. Montserrat Filella is a researcher at the University of Geneva in Switzerland and 

the study’s lead author. “Plastic debris in freshwater lakes is likely to pose the same 

problems to wildlife as marine plastics. In this respect, entanglement and ingestion 

are of greatest concern,” said Dr. Filella. “The hazardous chemicals we find 

associated with these plastics is also worrying. When they are eaten by animals 

mistaking them for food, the acidic and enzyme-rich conditions in the stomach could 

accelerate how quickly these toxins are released into the body, affecting the animals 

concerned.” When the researcher’s analyzed plastic collected from the beaches of 

Lake Geneva, they found an abundance of toxic chemicals present. These toxic 

chemicals, including cadmium, mercury and lead, were sometimes found in very high 

concentrations that exceed the maximum amounts currently permitted by law. This 

indicates that the plastic litter has persisted in the environment for a long time. The 

research team obtained litter from 12 different pebble beaches around Lake Geneva, 

which is one of the largest freshwater bodies in western Europe. More than 3,000 

pieces of plastic debris were collected, including identifiable objects such as toys or 

pens, pieces of identifiable objects such as piping or plant pots, and plastic fragments 

that could not be traced back to their original sources such as foam. 

“A lot of the plastic was similar to that found on marine beaches, such as bottle tops, 

straws and polystyrene,” said Dr. Filella. “In contrast, there was an absence of 

nurdles – pellets used as a basis for plastic production – and a lower incidence of 

plastic filamentous fibers from commercial fishing, such as rope, netting and cord.” 

The researchers used X-ray fluorescence to look for toxins present on over 600 of the 

plastic pieces. “We detected the frequent presence of hazardous elements, such as 

bromine, cadmium, mercury and lead, in very high concentrations in some cases,” 

said study co-author Dr. Andrew Turner. “The abundance of these toxic elements, 

which are now restricted or banned, reflects just how long the plastic has been in the 

lake. For example, mercury is a metal that to our knowledge has not been used in 

plastics for decades.” Dr. Turner pointed out that freshwater systems have been 

largely overlooked when it comes to the impact of plastic pollution. “The impacts of 

plastic-bound toxic elements on lake wildlife are currently unknown but should form 

the basis of future research,” said Dr. Filella. 

Source: www.earth.com, 04 April 2018 
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Hazardous materials harm the environment 

 

Hazardous materials should be handled and disposed of in a cautious manner by 

everyone that comes in contact with them. Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune has 

rules and regulations for the receipt, storage and handling of hazardous materials in 

order to protect the people and the environment. Hazardous materials can come in 

many forms, some examples being aerosol paint cans, batteries, oil, grease, 

ammunition and solid waste. According to the Institute of Hazardous Management, a 

hazardous material is any item or agent biological, chemical, radiological and/or 

physical, which has the potential to cause harm to humans, animals, or the 

environment, either by itself or through interaction with other factors. “Believe it or 

not, everyone aboard the installation in one form or another uses HAZMAT every 

day,” said Kenneth Humes, Environmental Compliance head, Environmental 

Management Division. “Within their job, base housing, unit operations, field 

operations and their time off, everybody is using (hazardous materials).” Although 

almost everyone comes across hazardous materials, it doesn’t always mean they’re 

properly handled, stored or disposed of, in fact most times these things are done 

incorrectly. “Some common examples of people not disposing of their hazardous 

materials properly are tossing them into dumpsters, tree lines and burying them in 

the woods,” said Walter Baker, environmental specialist, EMD. “You name it, they’re 

doing it and we are doing our best to put a stop to it.” Hazardous materials can cause 

serious issues and it negatively impacts the environment as well as those that live on 

the installation and in the surrounding communities. “When incorrectly disposed of, 

hazardous materials adversely affect the environment,” said Baker. “(One example is) 

through storm water pollution. Normally if a car is leaking it will run down our 

(storm drains), get into our water ways, and affect the fish, the wildlife and our 

drinking system.” 

Safety measures are taken on MCB Camp Lejeune to minimize the amount of 

HAZMAT being mismanaged, but it is an issue that everyone needs to be aware of 

and make sure everything possible is done so that our installation and our 

environment can look as clean and professional as possible. “We take a large amount 

of pictures and (do a lot of) investigation and inspection forms,” said Humes. “About 

three years ago we started a full time program with one individual who goes out full 

time and tries to identify things such as dump sites, (petroleum oil lubricant) spills 

and illegal maintenance.” 
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Proper storing, handling and disposing of HAZMAT may not seem like it is of 

importance, but legal consequences are a possibility when the rules are not followed. 

“There have been consequences in the past from improperly dumping hazardous 

materials,” said Baker. “Marines have received (non-judicial punishments), given an 

increase of office hours, counseling sessions and units have even been fined.” Many 

places on MCB Camp Lejeune and in the local areas will take hazardous materials 

and dispose of them correctly. “There are other ways to dispose of these materials 

rather than throwing them in the tree line or in the dumpster,” said Baker. “We have 

places on base, such as the auto-hobby shop that will take oil, the (National 

Automotive Parts Association) is on base they’ll take the oil and batteries, and there 

are places out in town that will take (hazardous materials). Don’t just dump them in 

the trees. Don’t create the problem, help alleviate the problem.” 

Source: www.camplejeuneglobe.com, 12 April 2018 

 

 
The Brazilian villagers turning plastic pollution into profit 

- Sandra Laville 

 

Maria das Gracas started collecting her plastic bottles after she saw the body of her 

neighbour floating past her house, carried along with the pollution that helped cause 

the deadly floods.She stores them by the front door of her one-story home, which sits 

on the litter-strewn banks of the Tejipió river in north-east Brazil. When she has 

enough she will take them to the local storage skip, where a litter collector will pay 

her two reals for 50 plastic bottles – about 40 pence. She’s not just doing it for the 

money. She’s doing it to stop the tide of plastic drowning this community. Every day 

Maria and other residents of Coqueiral, a poor neighbourhood in the city of Recife, 

feel the impact of the world’s plastic binge. It is visible in the waters of the river that 

once flowed freely through the area. Fifty years ago when Rildo Wandray was a boy, 

he would jump into the Tejipió and swim, while his friends fished beside him. Today 

the river is stagnant, obstructed at every tributary by a tide of plastic waste; Coca-

Cola and Fanta bottles, water containers, crisp packets and wrappers. Globally, some 

2 billion people live in communities with no rubbish collections. While international 

attention has focused recently on the marine plastic litter crisis, the devastating 

impact of plastic waste on the worlds poorest is no less destructive, causing flooding, 

disease, and hundreds of thousands of premature deaths from toxic fumes caused by 

http://www.camplejeuneglobe.com/news/hazardous-materials-harm-the-environment/article_71e173ce-3da2-11e8-bb4a-671b8c3d74c0.html
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/sandralaville
https://www.theguardian.com/world/brazil
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the burning of waste. In Recife the plastic waste is exacerbating already devastating 

flooding from rising sea levels caused by climate change. And those living around the 

Tejipió have grown tired of waiting for the government to act. For das Gracas, the 

tipping point came when flooding took the life of one of her neighbours. “I was 

trapped inside my home with my son,” she said. “There was nothing we could do, the 

water came up and we could not get out. I looked out and saw a body float past. She 

was face down, I could see the hair. That night the flood nearly took me too. Ever 

since then I have collected my bottles, I wanted to try and do something to reduce the 

waste going into the river.” Organised and supported by the local baptist church 

through its project Instituto Solidare, local communities are mobilising: street 

protests, public meetings, awareness campaigns. They are also trying to build a 

network of entrepreneurs who can make a living out of collecting the waste, and 

turning it into products they can sell. The Recife campaign is supported by Tearfund, 

the international NGO which is lobbying for global development funding for waste 

projects to be increased from 0.3% to 3%; a move which would push waste higher up 

the international agenda, reduce global plastic littering, help cut marine litter 

and improve the environment and the lives of the world’s poorest and most 

vulnerable. On Thursday – in advance of the Commonwealth Summit in London next 

week – international development secretary Penny Mordaunt is expected to address 

the need to increase UK funding globally to tackle plastic pollution, after lobbying 

from Tearfund and other bodies. In Recife, Evandro Alves, who leads Instituto 

Solidare, says the worlds poorest are suffering the most from the plastic waste crisis. 

“The situation here in this community, where life is already incredibly hard, has been 

getting worse,” he said. “We are are seeing more and more plastic being used and 

thrown away, and it stops here in their community. So we decided to mobilise.” 

The movement in Coqueiral, Alves believes, could be replicated across the developing 

world; taking the idea of a circular economy and localising it to empower the people 

to press for government action, but also to take advantage of the opportunities waste 

creates. “The waste is a problem but it is also an opportunity for people to earn a 

living, to create a circular economy for them,” he said. “This could be transformative 

and improve the quality of life for people in the poorest areas of the biggest cities. 

This is a battle for everyone and everyone needs to be part of it. We understand this 

is not a short fix, this is a long fight.” At public meetings, and marches through the 

streets residents hold placards aloft, demanding “Clean River, Healthy City,” and 

“Salve Orio Tejipió e suas communidades.” (Save the River Tejipió and our 

communities) 

http://www.climatehotmap.org/global-warming-locations/recife-brazil.html
https://www.institutosolidare.org.br/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/21/diverting-aid-to-fund-waste-collection-will-save-lives-and-clean-the-ocean-says-charity
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/21/diverting-aid-to-fund-waste-collection-will-save-lives-and-clean-the-ocean-says-charity
https://www.chogm2018.org.uk/
https://www.osac.gov/pages/ContentReportDetails.aspx?cid=21675
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Young people in Recife are at the forefront of the campaign, eliciting support and 

mobilising on social media. In one direct action, pupils whose school is on the 

riverside removed some of the waste from the Tejipió; a sofa, plastic bottles, a TV, 

tables, plastic chairs and built a house on the banks which they called Casa Lixo – 

House of Trash. Another post saw children holding a fashion show from clothes 

created out of plastic bags and cups. Some women are involved in an enterprise 

making handbags, jewellery and toys out of the plastic and other waste collected 

from their communities. It provides them with employment and a small income – 

and in a small way builds the kind of circular economy which a 2010 Brazilian 

law promised but failed to create. Olga Gomes, one of the women who work in the 

group Seleta, said: “We are putting a lot of work into researching the market and 

looking at trends and trying to make sure we can make a business out of what we are 

doing. For me it is empowering – it has given me work and given me a social life.” 

Her optimism is shared by all the women, some of whom have been helped to flee 

violent relationships through the work provided and the social support of the Seleta 

project. For Gomes, the task for the future is clear. “I want to see my grandchildren 

swim in the river like I did and I want this work to take me across the ocean.” The 

movement is being adopted by some of the poorest communities across the world. In 

Jos in Nigeria and Maputo in Mozambique, other groups have formed. They are 

driven, as in Recife, by young people, who use their knowledge of digital media to 

spread the fight against waste across the globe. Naomi Foxwood, senior campaigner 

for Tearfund, said: “This crisis is growing as disposable items – plastic bottles, 

disposable nappies, single-use polystyrene containers – are increasingly being used 

in quickly urbanising low- and middle-income countries. “Young people, in 

particular, are at the forefront of this. They have energy, organising power, and a 

great sense of justice. For them it is a justice issue because often municipal waste is 

just dumped in the poorest communities, whereas it is collected from the more 

wealthy areas.” For those in Recife, there have been small victories. Last year the 

state government responded to the pressure and dug out the river upstream of 

Coqueiral to improve the river flow. The result is fewer floods so far this year. But the 

residents know the battle will be a long one. Carol Santos who lives on the banks of 

the river with her three children understands the need to take personal responsibility 

for the waste she creates. But she also believes her community has been abandoned 

by the state and that large multinationals like Coca-Cola – whose plastic bottles are 

clearly visible in the mass of waste blocking the Tejipió, could do more to clear up the 

pollution their products create. “The company could help to collect the waste and 

support the community to recycle it, but it doesn’t. We don’t see them,” she said. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258832786_Brazil%27s_new_national_policy_on_solid_waste_Challenges_and_opportunities
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/258832786_Brazil%27s_new_national_policy_on_solid_waste_Challenges_and_opportunities
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Her home is flooded several times a year. “When the rains come the flood destroys 

everything. It is a desperate situation – at least nine times a year I lose everything, 

my children get sick from diarrhoea when it floods, it’s awful for them. We live here 

because we have nowhere else to go.” 

Source: www.theguardian.com, 12 April 2018 

 

 

Concordia should limit use, sales of disposable plastic water bottles 
 

- Carly Erickson 

 

In one of my communication studies courses earlier this week, my classmates and I 

were giving persuasive speeches. Among the “we should lower the drinking age” and 

“why we should have the death penalty” arguments, one of my classmates gave a 

compelling speech about why we need to stop buying plastic water bottles. Her 

speech was full of great facts and examples and succeeded in persuading me. Our 

reliance on one-use plastic water bottles has devastating effects on the environment. 

According to a study published in the Marine Pollution Bulletin, around 80 percent 

of all marine life interaction with plastic results in injury or death. It is possible that 

the plastic bottle that you do not recycle finds its way into the ocean, like much 

plastic pollution does, and kills already threatened or endangered marine life. Of 

course, not everyone can completely ditch plastic water bottles. Bottled water is a 

basic necessity for some, like the residents of Flint, Michigan. Bottled water has 

become a means of survival for many Flint residents who live with the devastating 

effects of lead-infested water. However, here on Concordia’s campus, we are lucky 

enough to have access to free and clean water in our sinks and water fountains. 

Because of this luxury, we, as a community, need to limit our use of plastic water 

bottles. 

Concordia College sells only one type of water bottles containing filtered water across 

campus. Aside from residence hall vending machines, Concordia sells water that is 

bottled and filtered in Canby, MN, in the Maize, the Korn Krib, and the Normandy 

Book Store. I do not find the sale of one-use plastic water bottles on campus entirely 

necessary. But, in case of special circumstances or emergencies, I think that 

Concordia needs to limit their sale of their plastic bottles to one spot on campus. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/12/the-brazilian-villagers-turning-plastic-pollution-into-profit
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/12/the-brazilian-villagers-turning-plastic-pollution-into-profit#img-2
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/12/the-brazilian-villagers-turning-plastic-pollution-into-profit#img-2
http://theconcordian.org/author/cerick11
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While water is a basic human necessity, and clean drinking water should be a right 

for all people, Concordia should consolidate the sale of their bottled water to one 

central location on campus to help reduce plastic waste. In addition to changes at the 

institutional level, there are several steps that individual students can take to reduce 

the number of plastic bottles our school wastes. While I wish every student on 

campus would just use a reusable water bottle and get water from one of our many 

fountains across campus, I know it is not that simple. Reusable bottles can be lost or 

stolen. Reusable bottles cost money that not everyone is willing to spend. Say a 

student from East Complex forgets their water bottle in their dorm one morning and 

finds them running around campus all day for classes. After classes, they swing by 

the Korn Krib and grab bottled water. They jog to Olson Forum for practice. While I 

do not want this student to purchase a plastic water bottle, I do believe that they 

should be able to drink water. 

Recycling plastic bottles can be one solution to this problem, but only if we make the 

active decision to locate a recycling bin rather than just tossing our bottles in the 

nearest trash can. According to banthebottle.net, the average American in 2016 used 

167 disposable plastic bottles, but only recycled 38. Furthermore, utahrecycles.org 

found that Americans throw away 35 billion plastic bottles every year, and only about 

25 percent of the plastic produced in the United States ends up being recycled. I ask 

that all Concordia staff, faculty, and students make a pledge to reduce dependency on 

plastic bottles. If you must purchase a plastic bottle, please recycle it in one of 

campus’s many recycling bins. If you have the option, use a reusable bottle for your 

beverages. If you find yourself in need of a reusable water bottle but don’t want to 

drop the money on a brand new one, make your way over to the Park Region Free 

Store and check out their selection. Or, head over to our campus book store and buy 

one there. Cutting out plastic bottles and utilizing a reusable bottle is a small but 

important step in helping reduce plastic waste in our landfills and oceans. 

Source: theconcordian.org, 12 April 2018 
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Small dots, large strategic areas: US interests in the South Pacific 

-Charles Edel 

The United States used to think regularly about the islands of the South Pacific. On 

her tour of the region in 1943, Eleanor Roosevelt had a message for Americans troops 

stretched out across the Pacific Islands. “Every day”, she told them, Franklin 

Roosevelt “goes down to the map room in the White House and notes on the maps 

where you are and what you are doing”. The previous year, FDR had pointed to the 

hundreds of islands in the South Pacific that “appear only as small dots on most 

maps”. But, lest anyone misjudge their importance, he declared that “they cover a 

large strategic area”. Studying the geography of the South Pacific was a strategic 

necessity for fighting and winning the Second World War, but that was by no means 

the first or the last time American strategy focused on the region. As early as 1825, 

US president John Quincy Adams demanded a larger navy to ensure the “flourishing 

of commerce and fishery extending to the islands of the Pacific”. And as recently as 

2012, secretary of state Hillary Clinton affirmed that America knew the Pacific 

Islands were “strategically and economically vital and becoming more so”.  

The region remains strategically vital to the US for two key reasons. First, it is in US 

interests to prevent the emergence of a regional hegemon that could threaten 

America and its allies; and second, the US wants to maintain the free flow of goods 

and ideas to Asia. The Trump administration put a new spin on this old concept with 

its call for a “free and open Indo-Pacific”, and broadened the strategic geography of 

the Western Pacific to extend into the Indian Ocean region. As both Michael 

Auslin and Rory Medcalf have been pointing out for the better part of a decade, the 

shift to focusing on the broader Indo-Pacific is long overdue, although it does risk 

privileging the “Indo” over the Pacific in American strategic thinking.  Given the 

rapidly shifting geopolitical landscape – or, more accurately, seascape – of the South 

Pacific, the region poses several strategic challenges to the US and its allies. As 

Australian National University’s Joanne Wallis has argued, over the past several 

years the South Pacific has seen the creation of alternative regional institutions, 

increasing Chinese investment and strategic focus, diminished New Zealand and 

Australian influence, and US strategic neglect. 

GEOPOLITICS 

https://erpapers.columbian.gwu.edu/south-pacific-war-zone-1943
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php%3Fpid=16224
https://www.amazon.com/Nation-Builder-Quincy-Strategy-Republic/dp/0674368088
https://2009-2017.state.gov/secretary/20092013clinton/rm/2012/08/197266.htm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-apec-ceo-summit-da-nang-vietnam/
https://www.the-american-interest.com/2011/03/01/tipping-point-in-the-indo-pacific/
https://www.the-american-interest.com/2011/03/01/tipping-point-in-the-indo-pacific/
https://www.the-american-interest.com/2013/10/10/the-indo-pacific-whats-in-a-name/
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/crowded-and-complex-changing-geopolitics-south-pacific
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As a result, while new sources of funding and development in the Pacific Islands have 

become available with fewer conditions, there has been environmental degradation, 

greater corruption and crime, and pressure on the long-term sustainability of natural 

resources, including fisheries. While none of these challenges is new, the increased 

number of external actors in the region has exacerbated them. Moreover, fewer 

strings attached hardly ever means no strings attached. Indebted Pacific Islands need 

look no further than Sri Lanka, which recently had to hand over its deep-water port 

at Hambantota to China on a 99-year lease in exchange for urgently needed debt 

relief. This practice, dubbed “debt-trap diplomacy”, is a concern for smaller nations 

for whom the price of economic engagement is fast becoming political compliance. 

And, in the case of indebted littoral states with deep-water ports, such political 

compliance can have clear security implications.  

From a military standpoint, no less from a commercial and diplomatic one, US 

presence in Asia is predicated on unfettered access. The US Naval War 

College’s Andrew Erickson has pointed out that as that access becomes more 

contested by China’s militarisation of outposts in the South China Sea and China’s 

development of long-range precision strike weapons, the strategic importance of 

American bases in the Pacific will grow. Currently, the three Pacific Island nations of 

Micronesia, the Marshall Islands, and Palau are joined with the US in Compacts of 

Free Association. This allows the US to reject the strategic use of, or access to, 

compact states in exchange for political rights, development funding, and defence 

by the US. But America’s special economic and political relationship with these 

sovereign states has recently come under stress. Were it to change, and China step 

into that vacuum, American bases in Guam and the Ronald Reagan Ballistic Missile 

Defense Test Site on Kwajalein Atoll in the Marshall Islands could come under 

threat, and unimpeded sea lines of communication to American allies in Asia would 

becomevulnerable to disruption. Australia and NewZealand have recently announced 

a renewed focus on the Pacific Islands. As Anna Powles and Jose Sousa-Santos have 

previously pointed out, shifts within the regional order make it less clear that the 

Pacific Islands will be such ready partners if the terms of engagement are framed 

wholly in terms of strategic competition. 

For the US, increasing aid and investment in the region, working to combat the 

effects of climate change, growing the capacity of the islands to police their waters 

and combat illegal fishing, strengthening anti-corruption norms, and ensuring that it 

expeditiously delivers funding to the compact states can all play a part here. But 

perhaps the biggest strategic challenge is one of time and attention paid to an 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-02-15/a-chinese-company-has-conquered-a-piece-of-america
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/12/world/asia/sri-lanka-china-port.html
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/chinas-debttrap-diplomacy-snares-our-asian-neighbours/news-story/7c6b04ac4e473f96d9ff3b7ec5abe102
http://www.andrewerickson.com/
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/why-islands-still-matter-asia-15121
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/why-islands-still-matter-asia-15121
https://thediplomat.com/2016/02/americas-micronesia-problem/
https://thediplomat.com/2016/02/americas-micronesia-problem/
https://www.fpwhitepaper.gov.au/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/winston-peters-new-zealand-pacific
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/principled-engagement-rebuilding-defence-ties-fiji
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important region that often slips under Washington’s radar.  Yale historian Paul 

Kennedy is best known for his famous 1987 work The Rise and fall of the Great 

Powers. But it is his first book, The Samoan Tangle, which explicitly deals with this 

region that might be the most prescient. “Why”, Kennedy asked, “was so much 

written and debated about a small island group in the Pacific?” His answer, in large 

part, was overlapping interests – economic, strategic, and cultural – between the 

countries jostling for power in the South Pacific. 

The South Pacific has once again become a region of great strategic competition and 

one worthy of much more attention. The US would be wise to further invest in 

ensuring that the Pacific nations retain their independence, freedom, and 

sovereignty, not only for the sake of US interests but also the benefit of the citizens of 

those countries. 

Source: www.lowyinstitute.org, 03 April 2018 

 

Indo-Pacific strategy: India can play a ‘weighty role’, says US 

The United States on Monday said that India has the "capability and potential" to 

play a more weighty role in the Indo-Pacific region. Briefing reporters on the Trump 

administration's Indo-Pacific Strategy, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 

East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Alex Wong, said it is in the interest of the United 

States as well as of the entire region that India plays an increasingly weighty role in 

the region. "India as a nation has invested in a free and open order. It is a democracy. 

It is a nation that can anchor free and open order in the Indo-Pacific region. And it's 

our policy to ensure that India does play that role and that it becomes over time a 

more influential player in the region," Mr Wang said. The use of term Indo-Pacific, as 

against Asia Pacific previously, by the Trump administration, he said "acknowledges 

the historical reality and the current day reality that South Asia and in particular, 

India plays a key role" in the Pacific, in East Asia and Southeast Asia. 

"That has been true for thousands of years and its true today," he said. "India for sure 

has the capability and potential to play a more weighty role," Mr Wang said in 

response to a question adding that this role is on all fronts, whether it is security, 

economic or diplomatic."I think one great example that you've seen recently is that 

Prime Minister (Narendra) Modi invited the leaders of ASEAN to New Delhi for 

national (Republic) day," the top State Department official said. 

 The presence of ASEAN leaders at the Republic Day was a truly significant sign of 

https://history.yale.edu/people/paul-kennedy
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=9Bd-4NpVcJo
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=9Bd-4NpVcJo
http://www.uqp.uq.edu.au/Book.aspx/1202/The%20Samoan%20Tangle
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/small-dots-large-strategic-areas-us-interests-south-pacific
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the increasing ties that India is pursuing particularly in Southeast Asia. "It is not just 

India that is pursuing a greater engagement with East Asia and Southeast Asia, there 

are a number of crisscrossing strategies throughout the region," he said. The first 

year of the Trump Administration, he said, was for introducing the strategic concept 

to the region; which is free and open Indo-Pacific Strategy. The rest of the years of 

the Trump administration are the implementation of that strategy, he said. 

Source: www.ndtv.com, 03 April 2018 

 

Militarization of Indian Ocean: Implications for regional security  

Significance of Indian Ocean 

Indian Ocean is the world’s third largest body of water and renders substantial 

contribution in feeding one-third of the world’s population. Its idiosyncratic location, 

maritime trade routes; especially oil, its strategic choke points, and abundant natural 

resources have made the region of unparalleled significance. As per the Journal of 

Indian Ocean Region, over 80% of world’s maritime transit trade in oil is carried out 

through this ocean. The Indian Ocean through its sea routes, to the east, connects 

Middle East, Africa, South Asia and other Asian regions and towards the west, with 

the Europe. The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) has gained incredible importance 

recently due to the dividends offered by the ocean.  The Indian Ocean Region is 

rapidly improving in agricultural production and has become a hub of remarkable 

industrial activities leading to significant economic growth. 

It was probably due to these unique factors that the renowned American naval 

strategist Alfred Thayer Mahan had once declared: “Whoever controls the Indian 

Ocean will dominate Asia. This ocean is the key to the seven seas in the twenty-first 

century, the destiny of the world will be decided in these waters.” Mahan’s 

assessment in this regard has virtually proved its veracity as today the geopolitics of 

the IOR as well as the regional and extra regional powers’ entanglements have 

become among the most serious concerns for regional peace and stability. As the IOR 

is already home for more than half of the world’s armed conflicts, the ever increasing 

trends of massive militarization and nuclearization of the ocean is alarming for the 

long-term security and economic activity of the IOR. 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/in-indo-pacific-region-india-can-play-a-more-weighty-role-says-us-1831979
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09700161.2015.1047224?journalCode=rsan20
https://books.google.com.pk/books?id=yT4lDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA12&lpg=PA12&dq=indian+ocean+half+of+the+world+conflicts&source=bl&ots=pEGhKRBExL&sig=kIJZfS-ZJnE-egde_OxVinaFG2o&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjWg_6dio_aAhUDLsAKHQtVBFUQ6AEIZTAJ#v=onepage&q=indian%20ocean%20ha
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US military in IOR 

Now-a-days, the naval presence of all major seafaring powers can be seen in Indian 

Ocean waters; however, the US was the first to established its military base in the 

island Diego Garcia after the British withdrew its forces in early 60s.The unfortunate 

inhabitants of Diego Garcia were thrown off their island to make the way for the US 

military base pushing the natives into what they had felt as the ‘unbearable sadness’. 

The American initiative was initially to counter the growing USSR influence in the 

IOR. Currently the US has heavy military presence in the area. It is maintaining 

5th fleet, task force-50 and the Diego Garcia in now America’s principal military base 

and the most powerful satellite surveillance centre, to keep an eye on its operations 

around the globe. 

Indian Ocean Zone of Peace 

The littoral states, however, viewed these developments in the ocean with deep 

suspicions. Led by Sri Lanka, all the regional stake holders forwarded the Indian 

Ocean ‘Zone of Peace’ initiative. In this regard, the case was taken up with the United 

Nations and on 16 December 1971, its General Assembly voted for the ‘peace’ with 61-

0 while having 55 abstentions. The move is considered paramount to declare the 

Indian Ocean Zone of Peace. Afterwards, to reaffirm the idea the General Assembly 

on December 15, 1972, passed a resolution by even a stronger majority of 95-0 with 

only 33 abstentions. 

An Ad Hoc Committee of fifteen nations was also constituted to analyze its impact 

and outcome. The main objective was to eliminate the chances of war to the 

maximum by taking measures to protect the area from any military adventures from 

the extra-regional powers and secondly to establish peaceful ties among the regional 

states to completely avoid any military confrontation in the waters. China’s proactive 

role in this regard is commendable. There is no second opinion that to fulfill the 

dream of peace zone, the promotion of regional economic integration and strategic 

balance is more than imperative. 

Indian Militarization in IOR 

In contrast to the spirit of ocean of peace, India, one of the major littoral states, 

initiated an unprecedented naval buildup with a vision to turn Indian Ocean into 

India’s Ocean. It does so mainly by allocating more and more budget to its war 

https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2012/feb/15/diego-garcia-few-man-fridays
https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2012/feb/15/diego-garcia-few-man-fridays
http://maldivesmission.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=260:implementation-of-the-declaration-of-the-indian-ocean-as-a-zone-of-peace-statement-in-first-committee-by-he-ahmed-sareer&catid=51:unga68&Itemid=93
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/50/ares50-76.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/50/ares50-76.htm


Page 74 of 79 
 

fighting capabilities; conventional as well as strategic. The whole idea of Indian 

Ocean Zone of Peace has been flunked by the self obsessed regional and global 

hegemony of India and the United States. Ironically, one is world’s largest arms 

exporter and the second is the largest importer. India and US have transformed this 

buyer-seller defense relationship into a strategic alliance in the Asia-Pacific and 

Indian Ocean Region through numerous maritime agreements. 

“Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace was indeed a great concept and must now be 

given a chance. It is very crucial not only because the ocean is lifeline for world’s 

highest populous countries, but also because the regional two arch-rivals possess 

strategic weapons.” 

Under these various agreements, Indian military has been authorized to use all the 

American bases and facilities in the region including in the Persian Gulf. Moreover, 

India’s logistics exchange agreement with France will also give India with the 

leverage to use all French maritime infrastructure and facilities including the bases at 

Djibouti on the Red Sea and at Réunion in the southern Indian Ocean. So India, 

other than its own naval modernization, has achieved access and permission to 

already present maritime facilities of the major maritime powers in the Indian 

Ocean. 

Indian Naval Modernization 

India’s massive naval modernization and its approval of $16 billion for nuclear 

powered submarines and naval warships have rung alarm bells in the region. Then 

its unabated aspiration for Blue Water Navy and plans for development of more than 

160 ship navy, 3 aircraft carriers and more than 40 warships and submarines 

including anti-submarines corvettes and stealth destroyers should not be a matter of 

no less serious concern for Pakistan and the Asia’s relatively smaller states. 

“The regional players must amass the massive anticipated benefits offered by 

the China’s economic vision. Adventurous gambling of any sort in the ocean 

must be discouraged by world’s great powers because only a delicate 

regional balance might ensure peace and prosperity of the whole Indian 

Ocean Region.” 

India also took the first step of nuclearization of the ocean on March 2016, by 

conducting a test of its indigenous intermediate range Submarine Launched Ballistic 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/india-and-us-deepen-defense-ties-with-landmark-agreement/2016/08/30/2e7e045b-e3c3-49ff-9b2c-08efaa27b82b_story.html?utm_term=.c45945d8c947
https://qz.com/778177/lemoa-india-may-not-admit-it-but-its-new-deal-with-the-us-can-change-the-balance-of-power-in-asia/
https://thediplomat.com/2016/04/india-successfully-tests-intermediate-range-nuclear-capable-submarine-launched-ballistic-missile/
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Missile (SLBM) K-4 without prior information to Pakistan as both the South Asia 

nuclear states are in an agreement on ‘Agreement on Pre-Notification of Flight 

Testing of Ballistic Missiles’ from 2005. The strategic balance was abruptly disturbed 

by the development besides inflicting a severe blow to the ‘Zone of Peace’ initiative. 

The naval modernization of Indian navy is in line with Delhi’s ambitions to exert 

more control over some maritime chokepoints including the most important the 

Strait of Hormuz, Malacca Strait and the Mozambique Channel. India is building up 

its naval and air bases in 300 islands of Andaman and Nicobar, to occupy one end of 

the Malacca Strait. 

Containment of China in IOR 

India is making exhaustive efforts to get hold over Iranian Chabahar port with the 

intent to accrue some lucre from the anticipated dividends of the Gwadar port. In 

this regard, India trying its maneuverability to outplay Sino-Pak collaboration and 

seems eager to play a decisive role in completing America’s ‘containment of China’ 

diagram. So much so that to vanquish Chinese Belt and Road initiative, US 

has accelerated its work on the ‘New Silk Road’ in which India’s pivotal role has been 

expected. India is happened to have fully trusted in the theory of ‘relative gains’ of 

Intentional Politics as far as its matters with Pakistan and China are concerned. 

Therefore, the militarization of the Indian Ocean and the impending scrimmage 

between India and China has become a matter of vexation for all the ocean’s littoral 

nations. China is engaging with smaller states with its soft power military diplomacy 

to counterbalance the Indo-US cahoots and to maintain a balance for peace and 

stability. It is because only peace is in China’s best interests for long term economic 

integration and growth. So, Chinese military presence in the region is not for 

hegemony or influence but to secure its trade routes and infrastructure. For the 

construction of various projects such as roads, dams, railways, power plants, China is 

offering loans to the littoral states on easy repayments. 

Pakistan’s Counterbalancing Moves 

Pakistan’s stakes, on the other hand, for the ocean’s peace are the highest as its 95% 

of trade is done through the ocean (Arabian Sea) and 100% its Oil, lubricants is 

traded through these troubled waters. Pakistanis,  therefore, a staunch resistant to 

the current trends of militarization and nuclearisation of the ocean as “the 

https://thediplomat.com/2016/04/india-successfully-tests-intermediate-range-nuclear-capable-submarine-launched-ballistic-missile/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/naval-air-station-opened-in-campbell-bay/article3707955.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/us-revives-two-infrastructure-projects-in-asia-to-counter-chinas-obor/articleshow/58821188.cms
https://www.forbes.com/sites/wadeshepard/2017/07/31/india-and-japan-join-forces-to-counter-china-and-build-their-own-new-silk-road/#23fd84d74982
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/us-revives-two-infra-projects-in-asia-to-counter-chinas-obor-978913-2017-05-24
https://www.dawn.com/news/1207274
https://www.dawn.com/news/1207274
https://www.dawn.com/news/1207274
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1324266/militarisation-indian-ocean-threat-peace/
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militarization of the Indian Ocean region, proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction, increased missile capabilities and power projections by foreign 

militaries are a threat to peace in the Indian Ocean region. And this trend is likely to 

intensify in the coming years.”  

However, keeping a closer eye on the India’s military developments, Pakistan’s 

military leadership is left with no other option but to remain vigilant and to 

channelize all possible resources to neutralize the Indian maritime moves 

whatsoever. For instance, to reassure the credible deterrence in the wake of India’s 

test of SLBM K-4, recently Pakistan tested the nuclear-capable ‘Babur’, a submarine-

launched cruise missile (SLCM), with the range of 450 km. The vitality of the test to 

further whet the credibility of country’s “second strike capability” can never be 

overestimated. Pakistan with its limited resources is trying hard to maintain strategic 

parity with Indian in the Indian Ocean. 

Conclusion 

Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace was indeed a great concept and must now be given a 

chance. It is very crucial not only because the ocean is lifeline for world’s highest 

populous countries, but also because the regional two arch-rivals possess strategic 

weapons. Chinese initiatives are open for all and they must not be politicized. The 

regional players must amass the massive anticipated benefits offered by the 

China’s economic vision. Adventurous gambling of any sort in the ocean must be 

discouraged by world’s great powers because only a delicate regional balance might 

ensure peace and prosperity of the whole Indian Ocean Region. 

Source: www.globalvillagespace.com, 05 April 2018 

 

Why Maldives wants India to take back the Navy helicopter deployed on 

one of its Islands 

-  Swarajya Staff 

After the Maldives asked India last week to take back one of the two naval helicopters 

deployed by the Navy on one of its islands and said that it wanted a Dornier aircraft 

instead, India has called Male’s bluff by reminding it that the letter of exchange 

https://www.globalvillagespace.com/militarization-of-indian-ocean-implications-for-regional-security/
https://swarajyamag.com/author/17513
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(LoE) for the deployment of the same is pending with the Abdulla Yameen 

government since 2016, Times of India has reported. "Formal acceptance of the offer 

through the LoE by Male is the first step to initiate the process for construction of 

hanger and deployment of Dornier but they have chosen to sit over it for 2 years," the 

daily quoted an official as saying. According to officials, the request for the 

deployment of an aircraft was an excuse to get rid of the chopper deployed on the 

island. The chopper is stationed on a strategically important island which sits at the 

entrance to the one-and-a-half degree channel, a major international shipping 

passage. China is reportedly planning to build a port on this island. This has fueled 

speculation that the Chinese might have played a role in the Maldives’ decision. "Is 

there some shady, strategic deal, possibly disguised as a commercial, dual purpose 

activity, by Yameen with Chinese? Maybe the Chinese want the area cleared of any 

trace of Indian footprint in Addu," an official told TOI. 

The Maldive’s move comes weeks after President Abdulla Yameen lifted a 45-day 

state of emergency which was imposed amid political upheaval. The Maldives 

plunged into a major political crisis soon after the island nation’s Supreme Court 

ordered the release of nine political prisoners, including exiled former President 

Nasheed, saying their trials were "politically motivated and flawed". Yameen refused 

to comply with the judgement, declared a state of emergency, ordered the arrest of 

the chief justice. Under Yameen, China’s influence in the Maldives has grown. China 

has invested in multiple projects and has signed a free trade agreement with the 

country. Yameen has ignored repeated snubs from New Delhi and has not shown 

sensitivity towards India’s security concerns in the face of increasing Chinese 

influence. 

Source: swarajyamag.com, 16 April 2018 

 

In major ocean policy shift, security and remote-island defense set to 

become Japan’s top priority 

The government has proposed shifting the focus of its basic ocean policy from 

resources to security through a review it conducts every five years, amid concerns 

over Chinese maritime aggression and North Korea’s missile and nuclear programs. 

According to a draft of the new plan shown to task forces from the Liberal 

Democratic Party and coalition partner Komeito on Friday, the government plans to 

make coastal security and remote-island defense the top policy priority. The draft 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/stunned-by-gift-return-india-calls-males-dornier-bluff/articleshow/63672101.cms
https://swarajyamag.com/insta/all-accused-in-2007-mecca-masjid-blasts-including-swami-aseemanand-acquitted-due-to-lack-of-evidence
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cites Chinese government ships’ and warships repeated intrusions into Japanese 

waters as well as North Korea’s firing of missiles into Japan’s exclusive economic 

zone as reasons for the major priority shift from the current focus on maritime 

resources development and management. “Our nation’s maritime interests are 

exposed to serious threats and risks more than ever before,” the draft says. The 

situation increasingly worsens unless necessary measures are taken, it adds. The 

government is aiming for the proposed plan to be adopted at an April 27 Cabinet 

meeting, so that it can be incorporated into the country’s basic defense program, 

scheduled to be reviewed at the end of this year. The draft underscores the 

importance of establishing a maritime domain awareness system for sharing 

information collected by Japanese government agencies and other countries for use 

in monitoring unidentified vessels and handling natural disasters. 

Specifically, it calls for beefing up radars set up on Self-Defense Forces aircraft and 

along coasts and utilizing advanced satellites belonging to the Japan Aerospace 

Exploration Agency (JAXA). Referring extensively to China’s maritime expansion, 

the draft puts “unilateral moves to change the status quo and attempts to establish 

such changes as accomplished facts” in sea lanes in the Indian Ocean and the South 

China Sea as threats to Japan. To block such moves, Japan plans to bolster its 

involvement in port development and management in countries along the shipping 

lanes while also helping them build maritime security capabilities, the draft says. In 

view of China’s stepped-up resources development in the Arctic, the government has 

also upgraded “Arctic policy promotion” to one of major goals in the new plan. To 

enhance the plan’s effectiveness, the 86-page draft makes clear each government 

agency’s responsibilities and elaborates on measures to be taken. The government is 

aiming next to create a road map for the plan to check the progress of specific 

programs each fiscal year. 

Source: www.japantimes.co.jp, 07 April 2018 
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